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with the judiciary, or it will draw to itself all the 


‘s such as to embarrass the court; because it || to give me the information on which they acted, || powers of the Government; butas it now stands, 
may be, and I believe the fact will be found to || and it seems that all the information they had, so || on our present system, a court is more necessary 
be so, from the nature of the business done, that || far as [ have yet been able to get it, is, that Mis- || at St. Louis than at any other point I know of in 


the court will be equally embarrassed with busi- 
ness from the section of the State where it now 
is, with a very trifling difference, after the form- 
ation of thenew court. Atany rate, if otherwise, 
it is in the power of the Senators from Missouri 
toshow it. ‘The docket will show it, because it 
will show where the causes originated, and what 
is the nature of those causes, and how far those 
coming from the western part of the State embar- 
rass the business which 1s done in the court at 
St. Louis. I do not like this proceeding on mere 
supposition, Itis very easy to point out on the 
map that the State is a large one, and that in 
course of time it must have business enough to 
require two judicial districts. I have never been 
satisfied with the bill passed establishing two 
judicial districts in the grate of Illinois, although 
there is apparently more reason for that, because 
the State of Illinois has a very large amount of 
lake trade. So it is with the State of Ohio. 

Mr. GREEN. Compare the tonnage of St. 
Louis with the tonnage of Chicago. 

Mr. FESSENDEN.. [ know that; but you 
come back, after all, to the question of St. Louis. 
{admit that there must be a very large amount 
of business originatigg there; but still it does not 
follow, as I have said more than once, that it 
originates in the section of the State now pro- 
posed to be set off as the western district. 

California, too, is divided into two judicial dis- 
tricts, on account of its great extent. I never saw 
any evidence that there was business enough in 
the lower district, of California to require the 
appointment of a new judge, though it may be so. 

he Senator from California undoubtedly knows 
the fact. But, at any rate, before we constitute 
a new district, and authorize the appointment of 
a new set of officers, I think we ought to have 
some proof that the western district we propose 
to establish will not be a mere Gistrict of form, 
with very little te do, while all the business in 
the State will continue to center, as it does now, 
in the eastern district. I think, therefore, that 
unless that information is offered, (and it is easily 
attainable, because an examination of the docket 
will afford it,) the Senate ought to hesitate before 
it attempts to multiply these districts. 

Mr. TOUCEY. Mr. President, this question 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and the committee were unanimously of opinion 
that this measure of relief ought to be granted. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Have they madeareport? 

Mr. TOUCEY. They have made a verbal re- 
port favorable to the bill. There is not, in the 
opinion of the committee, any doubt that this is 
a measure due to the State of Missouri from this 
Government, I had not supposed there could be 
any opposition to a bill of this kind. I think, in 
the case of Illinois, Congress gave only a_meas- 
ure of proper equal justice to that State, in cre- 
ating two judicial districts. So of the State of 
California; so of the other cases where two dis- 
tricts are established. I think, upon the facts 
stated here, it is very obvious that the suitors in 
Missouri, who are entitled to thé aid of this Gov- 
ernment under the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, cannot have those facilities for 
dustice to which they are entitled, unless this 

ill be passed. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. [I think the remarks of 
the Senator from Connecticut show conclusively 
that the Committee on the reat proceeded 
without any information at all; for he has given 
us none, ll he says is, that, as a measure of 
justice to Missouri—the same thing having been 

one for other western States—it ought to have 
two districts. What has justice to Missouri, in 


relation to that point, to do with the question ? || 


Because two districts have been formed in the 
State of Ohio, if they are deemed necessary there, 
does it follow that, therefore, in order to render 
equal justice, there must be two districts in eve 

State that hasas much territory as Ohio? Notatall. 


47 


| 


| about justice to the State. 





| souri is a large State, and that there is more busi- | 
| ness on the docket at St. Louis than can be done || 


by one court; but that, in my judgment, does not || 
settle the question, because they do not get at the || 
point I have suggested, There is no question || 
All the State requires || 
is, that there should be courts enough to do the | 
business which is necessary to be done. 
Then in the next place, when you propose to || 
form the districts, satisfy the Senate that the ar- | 
rangement you propose to make will effect the || 
object. On the last point, there seems to be no | 
information whatever, except mere supposition || 
derived from the extent of territory, and the ex- 
tent of river navigation in Missouri. | 
Mr. TOOMBS. This question came before the || 
Judiciary Committee, and I supposed the gentle- || 
man having it in charge would give either an oral 
or written report satisfactory to the Senate. I 
will state to the honorable Senator from Maine, 
who seems on this occasion, as on another, to have 
made some allusion to the business of the Judi- 
ciary Committce, that the investigation of this 
case was sufficiently full to satisfy the committee, | 
who are generally averse to creating new courts, || 
and have had occasion to deny some very strong 
solicitations on that subject, that this addition 
ought to be granted. 
committee was from Missouri, [Mr. Gerer,] and 
he was capable of giving the committee the neces- 
sary information from his long connection with | 
the profession and with these courts. 


The admiralty courts at St. Louis have a larger || 


amount of business, beyond all question, than any 

other inland port in the United States, from the 

peculiar nature of the trade and the much larger | 
number of boats stopping there than anywhere | 
else in the United States. A larger number stop | 
there than at New Orleans, for this reason: Large | 
boats bring the up trade to St. Louis; and there it 
takes another class of boats to go up to Dubuque, | 
and up the Missouri, and the St. Croix, and all | 
the tributaries of the Mississippi. The down | 
trade comes there from above, discharges cargo, | 
and takes larger boats. This results from very | 
sound principles of political economy, which | | 
will go into, if necessary. Small boats run on 

the St. Croix, and onthe upper Mississippito St. | 
Paul. St. Louis is the stopping place for a large 

number of boats from the upper tributaries of the | 
Mississippi. 
and tributaries, and also the trade of the Ohio 

river, center at St. Louis on account of the neces- | 


| sity of using a different class of beats for trade | 
| above and below. 
It appears from the representation made by the || 


parties and the Senator from that State on the | 
committee, [Mr. Gever,] that there is a neces- 
sity for the admiralty courts there to be, as Vir- | 
gil said the gates of hell were, always open. The | 


vast amount. of business makes it necessary to || 


have the admiralty courts at St. Louis perpetu- | 
ally open. 

will state tothe honorable Senator from Maine | 
that I think it is a question of deep importance to 
the country. The Supreme Court have gone on 


from time to time, as the old common-law judges | 


said all good courts did, to enlarge their jurisdic- 
tion. They have certainly given us that evidence 
of a good court. They have usurped within 
their insatiable maw a jurisdiction that will break 
them down, I think, and the whole courts of the 
United States,—I allude to the extent they have 
given to their admiralty jurisdiction and ques- 
tions in reference to corporations. But this im- 
mense admiralty business being done, it is requi- 
site there should be a court at St. Louis. The 
rest of the State of Missouri has the same neces- 


One of the members of the |} 


The trade of the upper Mississippi || 


the United States, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


LIEUTENANT COLONEL COOKE’S REPORT. 
_Mr. BIGLER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to the Senate a copy of Lieutenant Colonel 
Cooke’s report of the part taken b¥ his command in the 
action at Blue Water, Nebraska Territory, with the Indians, 
September 3, 1855. 

REVOLUTIONARY WIDOWS’ PENSIONS, 


_Mr. FOSTER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 


| sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested 
to communicate to the Senate the number of widows now 
drawing pensions under the second section of the act ap- 
proved February 3, 1853, and also what amount of money 


| will be required to pay said pensions from the 4th of March, 


1848, up to the time of the passage of said act of 1853. 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
| by Mr. Cuttom, its Clerk, announced that the 
| Speaker had signed the enrolled bill to increase 
| the pay of the officers of the Army; which there- 
| upon received the signature of the President pro 
| tempore. 

TEXAS JUDICIAL DISTRICTS. 


| Mr. RUSK. I ask the Senate to take up the 
| bill from the House of Representatives (No. 400) 
to divide the State of Texas into two judicial dis- 
tricts, which has been reported by the Committee 
on the Judiciary. imagine that there will be no 
objection to it. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to con- 
sider the bill. It provides that all the territory 
ofthe State of Texas embraced in the counties of 
Newton, Jasper, Jefferson, Orange, Tyler, Polk, 
Liberty, Galveston, Harris, Montgomery, Aus- 
tin, Fort Bend, Brazoria, Colorado, Wharton, 
Matagorda, Lavacca, Jackson, Calhoun, Dewitt, 
| Victoria, Giliad, Refugio, San Patricio, Nueces, 


|| Cameron, Starr, Webb, and Hidalgo, as they 


existed in 1852, shall compose one district, to be 
called the eastern district of Texas; and all the 
remaining pers of the State shall compose another 
district, to be called the western district of Texas. 
The present judge of the district of Texas is to 
be assigned to the eastern district. A judge, dis- 
trict attorney, and marshal, are to be appointed 
for the western district. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed, 


PRIORITY OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. WELLER. 1 desire to move to take up 
the bill, which I made an effort to get up yester- 





Mr. MALLORY. I now renew my motion 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of 


| day, providing for a retired list in the Army. 
} 


| executive business. 
| Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I must claim the 
| floor. I think I am entitled to it. 
| Mr. WELLER. My motion is to postpone 
| all prior orders, for the purpose of taking up the 
|| bill to which I have alluded. 
‘|| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
| from Florida [Mr. Mscsege) some time since 
|| made a motion for an executive session, but he 
| yielded the floor; and unless restored to him by 
' common consent, the Senator from California is 
| entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 


| 
j 
i 


I do not know the 


sity for a court as any other State of the Union. || petennniey usage, but I think the bill which 


It now sits at@efferson City one term and at St. 
Louis another. The vast amount of admiralt 


introduced yesterday was the unfinished busi- 


The Senator 


|| ness, and [ had the floor upon it. 
business satisfied me of the propriety of this bill, ih 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


but very reluctantly. We must do something |) had the floor on the bill he introduced. 
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Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 


until to-day. Without finishing my remarks, 


the > cial order that was fixed for yesterday was | 


called un. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will inform the Senator that the bill does not 
come up as unfinished business. The bill was 
postponed unul to-day by a vote of the Senate. 
It has no regular place on the Calendar, and it 
can be taken up only on motion. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 
ished bill last under consideration. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
as the unfinished business. 
until to-day by a vote of the Senate. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. ‘The point I make 
~—but | will not insist on it if the Chair is satis- 


It was not left 


| 
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from consideration the other-delicate and im- | 


portant question) without considerable discus- 
| sion. I hope the Senator from California, under 
these circumstances, will not press that bill. 


| There are many important measures pending to 


Tt was the unfin- | 


It was postponed | 


fied in regard to it—is, that that 1s the business | 


now in order, and I had the floor on that bill. I 
submit that no question can take it away without 
my permission, ugless the Senator from Florida 
having moved an executive session preceding my 
resuming the floor to-day would give the right to 
him; but as. he consented to allow me to take the 
floor before asking the Senate again to go into 
executive session, | presumed I had it. 
Chair thinks I have not that right, I shall not 
insist on it; but I hope the bill proposed by the 


If the | 


Senator from California will not be taken up. I 


understand it involves a question of great import- 


ance, and it must lead to an claborate-discussion, | 


i presume, before the Senate can be prepared to 
take avote on it. I submit to him, under the cir- 
umstances, whether he ought to urge it. As to 


ie Senator from Florida, | believe he is willing | 


{ 

ti 

that I should proceed before he makes his motion 
for an executive session. 


Mr. MALLORY, lI understand from my friend | 


from ‘Tennessee that he will occupy the floor 
aboutan hour. Ido not wish to interfere with 
his emark 
last addressed the 
him. 


Senate. I therefore yicld to 
if he declines to take the floor, I shall make 
the motion for an executive session. 
the Senator from California, I know, will con- 
sume the éntire day. 


3, as they were unconcluded when he | 


The bill of | 


be considered by the House of Representatives, 
besides those that have come from the Héuse of 
Representatives; and there are some important 
ones from that House. The great object of this 
bill is, that one hundred and fifty officers whom 
the Senator from California considers incompe- 
tent, from age or imbecility or disoase, to perform 
the duties of their office, shall be retired. Ido 
not consider that the services of the officers of our 
Army are so exigent at the present moment, that 
we cannot wait another year with these one hun- 
dred and fifty officers on our hands, as we have 
been able to get along with them for so many 
years past. I know there is considerable import- 
ance in the proposition to do something in refer- 
ence to those officers; but what I ask now is, is 
it expedient, when there are so many other 
measures requiring attention, to take up such a 


|| preémption. 
|| made with great accuracy. 


bill as that for our consideration, with yet the | 
naval question unsettled to some extent, partic- | 


ularly on the nominations which the honorable 
Senator from Florida, I know, is anxious to have 


considered, in order to see what is to be the fate | 


of that question? 
I need not allude to other questions which are 


| only half considered, and must yet have some con- | 
sideration before they are finally acted upon. We | 


may now every day, I suppose, expect bills from 
the House of Representatives which in themselves 
require great consideration. 


The Senator from | 


Virginia [Mr. Huwrer] is not in his seat now, | 
but I warn you that the moment an appropriation | 


| bill comes from the other House, he will be impet- || 


uous in his attempts to take up the appropriation 
bills, and set aside every other measure until they 
are passed, 

I do not wish to occupy time, but I submit 
whether it is not reasonable that | should now be 


, allowed to conclude the remarks which I com- 


Yesterday was set apart 


for the consideration of executive business, but | 
I did not interfere with the Senator from Califor- | 
nia then, because I wished to get through with | 


the Army pay bill. 

Mr. WELLER. I am exceedingly anxious 
to have this bill disposed of now, more partica- 
larly in consequence of the action of the Senate 
yesterday, mereasing the pay of Army officers. 
1 have satisfactory informatien that there are be- 
tween one hundred and thirty and one hundred 
and fifty officers in the Army of the United States 
who are incapacitated for service. You have 

mssed a bill increasing their salaries to a very 
lathe amount, Lam unwilling that that number 
of officers shall remain in the Army incapacitated 
for duty, at the salaries you have now fixed; I 
desire to guard against that. If the considera- 
tion of the bill is to oceupy a whole day, that is 


1 reason why [should desire to have early action, | 


in order that it may be sent to the House of Rep- 
resentatives. I do not believe myself, when you 
come to examine the provisions of the bill, that 
ihore can be much debate on the subject: 


menced yesterday? I think I have a right to go 
on, according to the usual practice and parha- 
mentary course of the Senate—I will not say 
anything about courtesy. 


Mr. WELLER. If the Senator from Ten- 


|| nessee desires to go on with his remarks on the 


As I said before, it provides for voluntary re- | 


An officer who is satisfied that he is 
incapacitated for public service can, on application 
to a board, be retired. It guards against any 
officer being dismissed from the Army without 


trrement, 


first having a fair and impartial trial beforea court- | 


martial regularly organized. 


Alr. BELL, of Tennessee. That question it- 


ee}f would involve a discussion that would prob- | 


ably consume the remainder of the session, if we 
chose to examine it carefully, relating to the power 


of the Executive to do what the Executive has | 
been in the habit of doing. when a case presented | 


itself where the President thought it expedient to 


exevreise the power of dismissal, which has been | 


excreised from the beginning of the Government. 
Now, sir, ] submit whether it is expedient, under 
present circumstances, to take up such a bill as 
that at this period of the session. It is a great 
quesGon—a constitutional question, and one of 
expedioncy, 

in regard to the other branches of the bill, it is 
an officers’ returing bill. From what we have 


seen of similar cases heretofore, and the experi- 
ence in regard to it, I take it for granted that no 


bill which he introduced yesterday, certainly I 
could interpose no motion that would interfere 
with him. ; 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I thought not. 

Mr. WELLER. I was not aware of that fact. 
I of course withdraw my proposition if the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee desires to go on with his 
remarks. 


Mr. BUTLER. 


I do not wish to interfere 


with this matter; but I give notice that I propose | 


taking up to-morrow morning the bill regulating 
the pay of General Scott. 
DISPOSITION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Tennessee moves to take up the bill intro- 


duced by him (S. No. 601) to secure to all the 
States some greater measure of justice and equal- 


ity in the distribution of the public lands and | 


their proceeds. 
| The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
proceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to con- 
| sider the bill. 
| .Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Mr. President, in 
the course of my remarks yesterday I made a 


statement in reference to the estimated ape? 


| of land appanpreies for the construction of rai 
/ roads in the’ 
| that passed the Senate the other day, which I am 


bill in the House of Representatives; and I wish 
now to state that I do not pretend to have exam- 
ined the question-myself, and cannot undertake 


correct. I made the statement upon the informa- 
tion given me others. I sought information 
since yesterday from those who ought to be able 
to furnish the most reliable estimate of the quan- 
tity of land granted by that bill, but there has 
not been,.time to make investigations. I am still 
of opinion, however, that, although the statement 
I made yesterday may have exceeded the true 
| amount, it did not exceed it more than one or two 


“erritory of Minnesota by the bill | 


told is not accurate, and which may prejudice the | 


to say that the estimate | gave yesterday was | 


It was postponed || such bill can pass the Senate (even excluding || millions of acres. 1 supposed th 


nillio bill at the 
time it passed-this House granted at least three 
millions of acres; and I voted for it, with that 
understanding on my part. 

Mr. STUART. will not interrupt the Sep. 
ator except with his full consent; but I wish at 
this point to state what is the estimate in respect 
to that bill, and where that estimate came from 
I have an estimate prepared by the Committes 
on Public Lands of the House of Representa. 
tives, which I briefly stated to the Senate when 
the bill was under consideration here. After that 
I met in the lobby the member of that committes 
of the House who made the estimate, and I asked 
him as to its correctness. He said it had been 
made with great care after an examination at the 
Land Office of the maps, ascertaining the amount 
of land that was disposed of, and as nearly as 
possible the amount of land that was claimed ) 
He thought the estimate had been 
According to that 


} . $ ‘ 
estimate, the amount covered by that bill is, as | 








| millions of acres to the 


stated before, one million five hundred and twenty. 
eight thousand three hundred and twenty acres, 
I have such confidence in the statement which 
was made to me by the honorable member of that 
committee, as to believe that that estimate hag 
been made with as much accuracy as it is pos. 
sible to make one. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I supposed that the 
lands lying in the Indian country through which 
these roads were projected, in part, were not taken 
into the estimate, and that too large a proportion 
of the length of these several railways was thrown 
aside as not likely to furnish any lands which 
could be located under the provisions of that bill; 
and, therefore, I supposed the information I had 
received, that the amount would be five millions 
of acres, was probably well founded; but for the 
present I cannot gainsay the statement of the 
honorable Senator from Michigan. I will only 
remark, that when we appropriated about three 
ilinois Central railroad 
we had a similar estimate brought forward by the 
principal advocate of that measure. It was that 
it would notexceetl one million five hundred thou- 
sand acres; and yet, when the lands came to be 
located, they amounted to three millions of acres. 
I alluded to the amount granted to Minnesota, not 
so much in the spirit of complaint as to what I 
supposed to be the extravagance of the amount, 
as to show with what carelessness, not to say 
recklessness, Congress was in the habit of making 
these grants to the new States to aid in the con- 
struction of railroads, and that it was full time 
that we should look more carefully into the whole 
subject. 

he measure which I propose does not militate 
against the policy of granting lands for railroads 
in the new States. have favored that policy 
heretofore, for reasons connected with the public 
interest, and I do not propose to interfere with it 
in bringing forward this bill. I know that the 
time is unpropitious to the success of such a 
measure, and I do not feel confident that the time 
will ever be in this country. Itis impossible to 
bring the attention of Congress, or of the coun- 
try, to any salutary extent, I fear, to the course 
of policy which should be adopted by this Gov- 
ernment in regard to the public lands and the 
germane branches of the public service. I am 
aware that 1 may be regarded as spending the 
time of the Senate very uselessly by invoking 
members to consider the subject; but few seem 
to think that anything of importance can be sug- 
gested on this question; and the reasonis, that their 
attention and that of the country is preoccupied 
by questions of one kind or another of greater 
interest, in their judgment. There is no personal 
interest connected with this measure. It touches 
a great subject of public policy, it is true, but one 
which may be regarded as having been put to 
sleep for the present; but nevertheless this shall 
not prevent me from making such suggestions in 
relation to it as I think should attract the atten- 
tion of the country. In the remarks which I 
propose to make at this time I desire chiefly to 
remove any just ground of prejudice which might 
exist, without some explanation, against the pro- 
visions of the bill I have submitted to the Senate. 

I repeat that this bill does not interfere with, 
or militate against, the liberal policy heretofore 
pursued by Usugreie, in making donations or 
grants of public lands for the construction of rail- 
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roads in the new States. Itisa measure to which, through which the road ran, the whole of what | tral road, hastened its construction, and thet the 

in my opinion, no representative of the new States || is called the State-rights party in this body took || Government was thereby enabled to derive a 

ought to feel any hostility. 1 know very well. || the position that, under the Constitution, we || fevenue from the public lands in that particular 


sir, that in the progress of the Government, tne || had no right to make these grants of land, on any |, region, sooner, by some few years, than it could 





time may come, and considering the speed of our i other ground than that they would enhance the | 


presentonward career, may come ery soon, when | 
there will be a majority of the States interested || 


value of the public domain; assuming and urging |} 
that we had the constitutional right to exercise | 


have done by waiting the construction of the 
roads projected to run east and west, But the 
Government could well wait. We did not want 


in the public lands—that they will have sufficient || the policy pursued by every private landholder || the money; and we now feel the evil effects of has- 


n»ower to take the whole of the public domain to || 
themselves. This is not an extravagant idea, and |! 
one the realization of which is very probable if || 
we open our eyes sufficiently to the future whith 
awaits us. I may mention that one gentleman || 
to-day, in private conversation, remarked to me, | 
«The time may come when we shall be strong | 
enough to take all these lands to our own use, as | 
we are entitled to them.’’ The policy of making | 

i 

| 





liberal donations to the new States for internal im- 
provements, itmay be supposed, was yielded to in || 
art,on account of the pretension which was sct up || 
. some of them more than twenty years ago, to || 
theexclusive control of them, on the ground that | 
it was inconsistent with the dignity and with the |} 
rizhts of sovereignty of any State, that a foreign || 
Government (as this Government was denom- |! 
inated by them) should have the contro! and dis- || 
position of the soil within its limits. The question | 
was seriously and elaborately debated on this 
floor; and something like a compromise seems | 
to have been entered into on thesubject. A class 


of politicians and statesmen in this country, the || 


States Rights party, were very much inclined at | 
first to favor the idea that the new States were en- 
titled to the publiclands within theirlimits. Upon 
mature consideration, however, they thought it | 
would not do to make so greata acrid ab great | 
a concession to the theory of State rights; and the | 
policy of granting lands liberally and generously | 
to the new States was adopted rather as a mode 
of passing by the question, than a definite settle- 
ment of it. 

I hope, sir, that we shall not multiply the new 


States to so great an extent that they will be able || 


to wrest from the General Governmentall control | 
of the public lands within their limits; but I trust | 
J may om allowed to say, without offense, that if | 
the spirit of jealousy which seenis to exist on the | 
vart of most of the representatives of the new | 
Bates in Congress with reference to anything 
which looks like an equal participation in the 
benetits of the public domain by all the States, 


continues to prevail, no man can tell but that the || 


moment the new States shall have a majority, or | 
can, by political affiliations of any description, | 
minis majority of the two Houses of Congress, 
they will appropriate all the public lands to their | 
own use. 

I propose now, sir, to trace briefly the history 
of the policy of granting lands to aid in the con- | 
struction of railroads to the new States. The first 
grants were made with some limitations, which 
now appear to be disregarded, It was conceded | 
that no such grants should be made but to such | 
roads as, by their connection with other roads, 
or with water communications, canals, lakes, or | 


rivers, would be of general convenience and util- || 


ity to the commerce of large sections or of the | 
whole country, clothing them with the attribute | 
of a national road or highway; and no grant was | 
held to be proper to aid in the construction of | 


roads merely for local advantages, and to benefit || years, without such grant. 
e have now lost || 


local trade and intercourse. 
sight of that consideration in making these dona- 
tions. No gentleman of the strictest sect of po- 
litical Pharisees in this country now interposes 
any objection on that score, or inquires whether 
the road proposed to be aided is national, or is to 
be constructed for merely district or local pur- 
poses. 

Again: when the question was pressed, six 
years ago, why not grant lands to the old States 


through which these great national roads run, as | 


well as to that portion of them which passes 
through the new States? the representatives of the 
land States immediately said, ‘* No, we will never 
concede the principle that the lands shall be ap- 
propriated to any object of public improvement, 
or to any part or portion of a rvad which does not 
lie within the limits of our own States.”” And 
this pretension, thus set up by the new States, 
was.yielded¢o. I make this statement particu- 
nts refetence to the grant for the Chicago and 
Mobile railroad. When a proposition was made 
to give the benefits of that grant to all the States 


| strict construction of the powers of Congress over 


| managing the public domain was a singular one, 


|} Stance in it. 


in the country,in making improvements on a part | 
of it that we might sell the remainder to greater | 
advantage. So hard run were the sticklers fora || 


the public domain, that they had to plant them- || 
selves on that principle to justify their vote for || 
these donations. But they would make no grant | 
to the States which had no public lands. 

The idea of having the constitutional power to | 
exercise all the rights of a private landholder in | 
; : | 


at least, for a State-rights man to embrace; but it 
yas at best rather a pretext than a bona fide avowal | 
ofa principle. There was, at least, but little sub- | 
it was not, in fact, well grounded | 
in respect to the large grant to the State of Illi- | 
nois, which was the pioneer of all the grants made || 
to aid in the construction of railroads; but it an- } 
swered the purpose of a loop-hole, through which | 


i . , . ' 
| those who desired to be governed in their policy | 


on all questions by-a strictand rigid construction | 
of the Constitution could eseape. | | 

My friend from Michigan (Mr. Srvarr] must | 
allow me to make another remark in relation to | 


| the Minnesota grant. That bill was passed the | 


|| other day without any inquiry into its effect on | 


| the public domain of the United States. 


The | 
strictest constructionists in this House permitted | 
| that bill to pass sub siientio, contenting themselves 
against it. In thatcase the question of benefit to | 
the public domain was wholiy disregarded; no 
| inquiry was made in relation to it; no inquiry } 
was made as to the effect on the reserved altern- | 
ate sections. I have not examined the details of | 
that bill, and my friend from Michigan will cor- | 
rect meif I am wrong in my views in regard to it; | 
but I understand that it grants lands in aid of the | 
construction of four roads running nearly upon 
| parallel lines through the Territory, and in some 
parts of them running within twenty miles of 
each other. So Lam informed. To say that it 
| is important to make these grants on the principle 
| that they enhance the public domain, is virtually 
| and substantially thrown aside. Then we have 
no check for these grants in the future, and that 
pretext cannot avail any longer for denying grants 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


maintain that it was a delusion, a pretext, in 
the case of the Illinois grant. 
I heard here on that subject, as well as the notices 
I have seen taken in the public journals of the 
| country, vindicated that large grant to Illinois on 





All the speeches 


|| the ground that the grant, in that case, amounting 


| 

| 

| 

| to three millions of acres, penetrated, or rather 
| intersected, a large body of prairie lands in the 
interior of that State, which had been neglected, 
although in the market for twenty or thirty years, 
| and would have the effect of making them mar- 
| ketable and salable, and thus bringing into the 
| Treasury, in a very few years, more money than it 
| would have received in ten, or perhaps twenty 
What was the fact? 
'| The gentlemen who projected that road, who 
\| perhaps controlled and influenced the Legislature 
of Illinois, and who had sufficient influence to 
| 

| 


carry the grant through Congress, brought it for- 
ward at the very moment of time when private 
enterprise was about to penctrate and intersect 


nois, by railroads running east and west. I do 
|| not know how many were projected of this de- 
|| scription; perhaps the Senator from Michigan can 
|| inform me. 


Mr. STUART. 


| so. ‘There is a large number of railroads in Illi- 
nois. 

| Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I say that project 
| was brought forward at the very moment when 
1 private enterprise was about opening those lands 
| without the aid of any grant of the public lands; 
| and thus, sir, the Government would have found 
|| a ready market for all the public lands in the in- 
|| terior of Illinois, had the Chicago and Cairo road 
never been projected. It may be said, and per- 
haps with truth, that the large grant to this Cen- 


| 
! 
| 
| 





pe a lands to the other States of the Union. | 


| thaf long-neglected region in the interior of Ili- || 


It is impossible for me to do || 


tening the sale_of these lands, in our overflowing 
Treasury. I dwell upon facts, to show that there 
is really nothing in the consttutional objecuon 


| which has heretofore been urged against dona. 


tions of the public lands to the old States; or) at 
all events, that there is no reali force in the prine 
ciple assumed as a justification for making such 
erants to the new States, in exclusion of the old. 

The Legislature of Illinois in that instance acted, 
perhaps, exactly as I should have recommended 
had | been a member of that body when Con- 
gress Was so liberal as to make such a grant as 
that. We are told that the Government of the 
United States has no right to complain of the ad- 
vantages derived from this grant by Ilinois and 
the company which constructed the road, inas- 
much as it received a full equivalent, in the sales 
of the alternate sections, for all the lands granted 
to that State. It is argued that we got $2 50 an 
acre for what was left of the alternate seetions 
reserved on the line of the road. We might have 


\Mzot that price for the,whole of the land, if private 


enterprise had only bee left to build the roads 
through that region of country. The Illinois Cen- 
| tral Railroad Company, instead of getting $2 50 an 
|} acre,as I understand, has realized, or can readily 
realize, from eight to twelve dollars per acre on 
an average of the lands granted by Congress. 


1 jut | make no complaint; [ take no exception 
with calling for the yeas and nays, and voting || 


to the large profits or advantages realized either 
by Illinois or the railroad company, from this 
grant. I allude to the subject of them to show 
| how futile and how groundless is the allegation 
| that the Government is getting a full equivalent 
|for these grants. The State of Lllinois, by the 
| policy which she has pursued, secures to herself 
| Seven per cent. of the rross receipts of that rvad 
| and its branches forever. In consequence of that 
| one grant, the people of that State, as soon as 
| the present debt of the State shall be paid off, will 
| be released from taxation forever, unless they con- 
| ceive some great scheme for developing the re- 
| sources of their State, for which there seems now 
to be no further need. They have all the railroads 
they want. I presume the Legislature of lowa 
have adopted the same policy in regard to the four 
roads running upon almost parallel lines through 
that State, for which we granted land at the last 
session. 

We can now see and appreciate the vast ad- 
|| vantages which the new States derive from this 
|| policy of granting lands to aid in the construc- 
|! tion of railroads. The grants have been made a 
source of revenue to the States to exempt the 
people of those States from taxation for the sup- 
|| portof theirgovernments probably forever. These 
|| are great benefits;and we are continuing to bestow 

them without any adequate or corresponding ben- 
i| efits to the States which have no public domain. 

Now, with what reason, with what justice, or 
| upon what principle of the Constitution, can those 
| gentlemen who are the representatives of new 

States object to what is proposed in the bill which I 
|| have presented? {maintain that thereisnoreason- 
| able or constitutional ground of objection or hos- 
| tility to it. It does not prejudice their rights or 
|| claims in any respect. Even those whose liber- 
\| ality and bounty extend to new and yet unborn 
Territories cannot object to it, because there is no 
reason to suppose that the same policy will not be 
| continued to be practiced by the General Govern- 
|| ment towards them. What does my bill propose ? 
|| As I stated yesterday, | make no proposition 
|| having any relation to some eighty millions ofacres 
|| of land given to the new Stutes, including grants 
|| for education, schools, colleges, and universities, 

swamp lands, and internal improvements of minor 
|| importance. 1} take no notice of those a mii- 
|| lions in the estimate of the amount of lands and 
|| money which might be fairly claimed by the old 
|| States to place them on a footing of equality with 


| 





|| the land States. I, take no exception tg, and 
|| claim no equivalent for, the munificent donations 
\| for the support of education, for military roads, - 


| nor to the five per cent. which has been allowed 
| to the new States upon the receipts from the sales 
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of public lands within their limits. It is in regard 
to the grants of alternate sections of public lands 
for railroads and canals, amounting, I suppose, 
to some twenty-five millions of acres, that I pro- 
pose some equivalent, though far short of a full 
and just apportionment to the other States. I will 
show you what an enormous amount would be 
required to do complete justice to the old States, 
taking the railroad and canal grants alone as the 
basis of the estimate—an amount so large that I 
would not think of making a proposition upon 
such a basis. 

To Lowa, which has only four Representatives 
in the two Houses of Congress, say four millions 
of dollars worth of public lands have been granted, 
estimating them at one dollar and a quarter an 
acre, though I believe the amount is greater. In 
the same ratio, New York, would be entitled to 
thirty-six millions. Take the Illinois grant, and 
see to what a length that would lead us. Illinois 
has eleven Representatives in the two Houses, 
and she has received, say four million dollars 
worth of lands. New York, in the same ratio, 
would be entitled to twelve anda half millions of 
dollars. It may be that the quantity of land 
granted to those States may be even greater—say 
five millions. I, however, propose a standard of 
apportionment to the States having no land, to 
this extent. It would alarm the country too 
much, and I do not know that I should be pre- 
pared = to sustain such a proposition at this 
time. hat I propose in this bill is, to take the 
maximum grant of land to any one State or Ter- 
ritory, say six millions in money value, estimated 
at $1 25anacre. In the distribution which I pro- 
pose to make, that would be the maximum which 
New York would receive; and every State having 
no lands of course would receive a less amount, 
or an amount apportioned among them in the 
ratio of their representation in the two Houses of 
Congress. The new States, which have not had 
grants of land, equal in money value to the pro- 
portion their representation would entitle them 
to, | propose to place upon an equal footing with 
those States which have had no grants. This 
would leave Michigan, Illinois, and Lowa, far in 
advance of the other members of the Union, in the 
enjoyment of the benefits of the public domain. 
I do not propose, of course, to make any addition 
to what they have already received, for they stand 
already two or three fold in advance of what it 
would be expedient or judicious to apportion 
among the other States. 

Having stated the principle of the bill, I wish 
tu call the attention of the Senate to one or two 
considerations that I think rather striking in con- 
nection with this question, Sir, we cannot get 
an appropriation even for the purpose of making 
surveys to ascertain the practicability of improv- 
ing the feeders to that great natural canal, the 
Ohio river, from Pittsburg to its mouth, trav- 
ersing a line of country a thousand miles in ex- 
tent. According to the rigorous policy adopted 
by those who control the policy of the Govern- 
ment, we cannot get a grant of an acre of land, 
or an equivalent value in money, to clear out the 
annual obstructions formed by the freshets in the 
Mississippi. The trunk canal, which drains one 
and a half million of square miles—a country 
occupied by fifteen million inhabitants,—a grant 
of lard or money for that object is said to be un- 
constitutional; but it is perfectly constitutional to 
grant public lands to Illinois, by which she is able 
to exempt her people forever from taxation—re- 
ceives annually $140,000 or $150,000; an amount 
which, ee applied, would keep the Mis- 
sissippi clear of all the annually accruing obstruc- 
tions to its safe navigation. 

We cannot, without a great contest here, get 
from this great fund—this magnificent property of 
the United States, the public domain—enough of 
jand or money even to ascertain, by examinations 
and survey, whether the feeder which nature has 
provided for that great canal, the Ohio river, may 
not be improved by dams in such a manner as to 
insure a supply of water in the dry months of the 
vear, of suificient capacity to float all the produce 
upon its borders safely to market. Why? Be- 
cause such a grant would be unconstitutional. 

Is not this a most extraordinary state of things 
—one, at least, which requires some thought? 
You refuse to a iate either land or mone 
for such objecta ns that; and yet you feel perfect! 
authorized by the Constitution in giving to eac 





new State, on the borders of the Ohio, lands to 
improve rivers, and make artificial canals within 
their limits. On that grand trunk, that great canal, 
| the Ohio, which sweeps along the borders of four 
| great States, you are not authorized by the Con- 
| sutution to appropriate a cent to improve its nay- 
| igation. To such, I will not say absurdities, but 
| to such an unreasonable extent is this doctrine of 
the strict constructionists carried. 

Again, sir, look at the condition of the Treas- 
ury atthe present moment. We have probably 
a surplus of $25,000,000 in the Treasury to-day. 
We know the ordinary effect of such a state of 
things. We.know what it was in 1835 and 1836. 
| Many political doctors have given their prescrip- 
| Uens—suggested their remedies for this state of 
| things; and it may be said that I have cast in mine. 
| Various projects have been suggested. Some are 
pending in the other House now—I do not know 
of any particular one that is pending in this body. 
Each member has his favorite medicine, and there 
| is not much inclination on the part of any one to 
| abandon his own for the remedy proposed by 

another. One method is by a readjustment of the 
| duties on imports. I have seen various estimates 

of the extent to which certain reductions of the 
| duties on various articles of imported merchan- 
| dise would diminish the revenue and deplete the 
| Treasury, varying from ten to fifteen millions of 
| dollars. That is to be done during the present 
| session, or by this time next year we shall have 
| a surplus of more than forty millions in the Treas- 
ury. But if any measure of that kind is to be 
forced through Congress, in the few days that re- 
main of the session, what confidence can we have 
of its success? On that point political doctors 
differ as much as upon any other. 
| I have been looking somewhat into the various 
| schemes presented, and it appears to me that some 
| of them, which are as likely to succeed as any 
others, instead of diminishing the revenue, will 
be very likely to increase it, though the duties 
may be diminished on a number of articles, and 
others made free; and we run the risk of inter- 
fering most injuriously with the manufacturing 
and agricultural interests of the country. 

The great fact stares us in the face that we have 
| a large surplus; and the cry is that the Treasury 
| must be depleted, even at the risk of doing greater 
| mischief to the country than might be done by 
| letting things remain as they are. I do not be- 
| ieveany judicious or proper financial measure can 
be adopted within the short time allotted to us at 
this session; so that this surplus will accumulate 
foranother year. Even when we sit here next 
winter, we can make no change of duties opera- 
tive until the close of the next fiscal year; and, if 
the importations go on increasing as they have 
dene of late, the surplus may be fifty millions, or 
| even sixty millions of dollars, before any measure 
| of that sort can be operative. 

I propose that the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands for the last and the present fiscal 
| year, being ‘about twelve or thirteen millions of 
| dollars, estimating the surplus for the present 
| fiscal year at one half of that of the last, shall be 
apportioned among the States in the ratio I have 
suggested. I propose to deplete this bloated 
Treasury by that amount, and provide also that 
| in each successive fiscal year the proceeds of the 
| public lands shall be appropriated and distributed 
\in the same way until we reach the maximum 
provided for the langest State—and it is a very 
moderate sum compared with what would be 
| necessary to place ail the States upon an equality 
| with some of the land States. This measure 
however, will deplete the Treasury to the amount 
I have stated, which would be a relief to the cOun- 
try. I press it more particularly on the ground 
that I have no belief you can do anything safely 
and prudently, at this session, by a readjustment 
of the tariff. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. What dispo- 

- does the Senator propose to make of the 
ill? 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I propose to post- 

ne it. The Senator from Florida wishes to go 
into executive session, and I make that motion at 
his request. 

Mr. WELLER. There is no probability of 
passing this bill at this session of Congneat, or at 
any other very soon, and therefore I move to lay 
it on the table. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I hope not. I shall 
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not want to say anything more on the j 
but other Senators may. Let it be a 

Mr. WELLER. ‘Fhere-any be other Sena. 
tors who desire to engage in the discussion; byt 
I think it unprofitable. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I hope it will Jig 
over. 

The bill was postponed until to-morrow. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
by Mr. Cuntom, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 493) 
to expedite telegraphic communication for the usa 
of the Government in its foreign intercouse, with 
amendments, in which the concurrence of the 
Senate was requested. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. MALLORY. The Senator from Tennes. 


see moved to go into executive session. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I promised to make 
that motion. 

Mr. RUSK. I hope the Senator will allow the 
amendments to the telegraph bill to be read. 

Mr. MALLORY. I gave way to the Senator 
from Texas on his bill to divide his State into 
two judicial districts. 

Mr. RUSK. Let the amendments be read, and 
if there be any objection to them they may lie 
over, 

Mr. MALLORY. I object to passing them 
now. 

Mr. WELLER. Let them be printed. 

Mr. MALLORY. That can be done to-mor- 
row morning. 

The motion to proceed to.the consideration of 
executive business was agreed to; and, after two 
hours spent therein, the doors were reopened, 
and the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, February 18, 1857. 


The House met at eleven o’clock, a.m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Danse, Waxpo. 
The Journal of yesterday was readand approved. 


REPORT ON IMMIGRATION. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the 
annual report of the Secretary of State ppon im- 
migration; which was laid upon the table, and 
Saou to be printed. 


RESOLUTIONS OF IOWA. 


Mr. THORINGTON, by unanimous consent, 
presented the following joint resolutions of the 
Legislature of lowa; which were ordered to be 
printed and referred as indicated below: 

A joint resolution requesting a grant of land to 
aid in the construction of certain railroads therein 
named—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

A joint resolution asking an appropriation to 
aid in the construction of a custom-house, &c., at 
Burlington, lowa—to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

A joint resolution in reference to the repeal of 
duty on railroad iron—to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

A joint resolution requesting the establishment 
of mail routes, &c.,4n said State—to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


JOINT RESOLUTIONS OF MICHIGAN. 


Mr. WALDRON, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
Michigan, instructing her Senators and Repre- 
sentatives in Congress in relation to the affairs 
of Kansas; which was laid upon the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE, by unanimous consent, 

resented a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
Michigan respecting slavery in the Territories; 
which was laid upon the table and ordered to be 
printed. 

APPLICATIONS FOR LAND WARRANTS. 


Mr. AKERS, by unanimous consent, offered 
the following resolution; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 

. f ate —a vn or a 
i to inquire into 

int eee of the ‘Guartennaste er Giperal in report- 

ing back ieations for land warrants to the Commission¢r 

of P. ee 

such delay may be remedied 
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SUBMARINE TELEGRAPH. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, from the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, reported back Senate 
pill (No. 493) to expedite telegraphic communica- 
tion for the uses of the Government in its tee 
intercourse, with the recommendation that it do 
pass, with sundry amendments, and called for the 
previous question. , 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I ask the gentleman 
from Ohio to withdraw the call for the previous 
question to iet me offer the following amend- 


ent: 
neil That the contract hereby authorized shall not 
be binding on the United States, until the same shall have 
been submitted to and approved by the Senate of the Unitetl 
States. 

My ebject is, Mr. Speaker, to put this matter 
upon the ground of an international treaty at the 
start. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. If I withdraw 
the call for the previous question and allow the 
gentleman from Kentucky to introduce his amend- 
ment, I must withdraw the call necessarily for 
the introduction of other amendments, which 
would launch the House into a coutroversy over 
this bill. In view of that fact, and the condition 
of the public business, I do not feel myself author- 
ized to withdraw my demand for the previous 

uestion. 

Mr. McMULLIN. ThenI hope the call for 
the previous question will not be seconded. 

The amendments of the Committee of Ways 
and Means were read, as follows: 


That the House of Representatives agree to the bill with 
the following amendments : : 

Page 2, after the word “ for,” in the thirty-fourth line, 
strike out the words, “a period of fifty years,”’ and insert 
the words, “all time.”’ 

Page 2, after the word “thereof,” in the thirty-seventh 
line, strike out the words “in the,” and insert “ recognizing 
equality of rights among the citizens of the United States 
in the use of said submarine communication, and the lines 
of telegraph which may at any time connect with the same 
atits terminus upon the coast of New Foundland, and in 
the United States in any.” 

Page 2, after the word “ agents,” in the forty-seventh line, 
insert ** nd provided further, That it shall be in the power 
of Congress, after ten years, to terminate said contract upon 
giving one year’s notice to the parties to such contract.*? 


Mr. H. MARSHALL. I call for tellers upon 
the second. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Dean, and 
Mutter of Indiana, were appointed. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I would like to have a call 
a House before that vote is taken, if it be in 
order. 

The SPEAKER. It is in order. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Then I move that there 
be a call of the House. A great many members 
are absent. 

Mr. LETCHER. I demand the yeas and nays 
upon the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 46, nays 121; as follows: 


VEAS — Messrs. Akers, Hendley S. Bennett, Bowie, 
Burnett, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Williamson 
R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Davidson, Jacob C. Davis, Day, 
Garnett, Thomas L. Harris, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, Lake, Leiter, Letcher, Lumpkin, Humphrey Mar- 
shall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Mor- 
decai Oliver, Paine, Peck, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Scott, 
Sneed, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Thurston, Walk - 
er, Watkins, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, 
and Zollicoffer—46. 

NAYS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Barks- 
dale, Henry Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, 
Bocock, Bradshaw, Branch, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, 
James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Caskie, Chaffee, 
Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clingman, Colfax, Cragin, Crawford, 
Cumback, Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson 
Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, Edie, Edmundson, Edwards, Elliott 
Emrie, English, — Faulkner, Flagler, Foster, Henry 
M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Granger, Green- 
woud, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, 
Harrison, Haven, H s, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, King, Knapp, 
Knight, Knowlton, Kunkel, Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Samuel S. Marshall, Matteson, Killian Miller, Millson, 
Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Nichols, Parker, Pearce, 
Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringte, Puryear, 
Reade, Ready, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, 
Sapp, Seward, Sherman, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, 
William R. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, 
Thorington, Todd, Underwood, Vail, Wade, Wakeman, 
Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Etlibu 
B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Wells, Whit- 
ney, Williams, Wood, and Woodruff—!21. 


So a call of the House was refused. 
Pending the call, , 
Mr. THORINGTON stated that Mr. Hatt, 


of lowa, was kept from the House by indisposi- 
tion. 


> 
’ 


| MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 





vee 


— 











| Carlile, Caskie, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, 
Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Cumback, Davidson, Jacob C. 


A message was received from the Senate, by || Davis, Day, Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Bitiort, 


Aspury Dicains, their Secretary, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed without amend- 
'ment a bill (H. R. No. 782) to increase the pay 
| of the officers of the Army. 
| Also, that the Senate has passed bills of the 
| following titles; in which he Nas been directed to 
| ask the concurrence of the House: 
| An act (S. No. 474) more effectually to provide 
| for the punishment of certain crimes against the 
United States, and for other purposes. 

An act (S. No. 110) to confirm to the several 
| States the swamp and overflowed lands selected 
| under the act of September 28, 1850, and the act 
of the 2d of March, 1849; and 

An act (S. No. 528) to amend an act entitled 


| the ereeeey a and for the collection, safe-keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement of the public revenue.”’ 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled an act (H. 
| R. No. 782) to incre@se the pay of the officers of 
the Army; when the Speaker signed the same. 


| SUBMARINE TELEGRAPH-——AGAIN. 
| 
| 
| 


The question recurring upon seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question, upon which tell- 
| ers had been ordered, the House divided; and the 
| tellers reported—ayes 82, noes 68. 
| So the previous question was seconded. 
| ‘The main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I call for the reading of 
| the bill in connection with the proposed amend- 
| mnents. 

The bill, as it would be if the amendments of 
| the committee were adopted, was then read, as 
follows: 


a 


A bill to expedite Telegraphic communication for the uses 
of the Governmeut in its foreign intercourse. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
1 ofthe United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
|| the Secretary of State, in the diseretion and under the di- 
| rection of the President of the United States, may contract 
|With any competent person, persons, or association, for the 
| aid of the United States in laying downa submarine cable, 
to connect existing telegraphs between the coast of New- 
foundiand and the coast of Ireland, and for the use of such 
submagine communieation, when established, by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, on such terms and conditions 
as shall seem to the President just and reasonable, not ex- 
ceeding $76,000 per annum, until the net profits of such 
| person, Or persons, or association, shall be equal to a divi- 
| dend of six per cent. per annum, and then not excceding 
$50,000 per annum for twenty-five years: Provided, That 
the Government of Great Britain shall, before or at the 
same time, enter into a like contract for those purposes 
| with the same person, persons, or association, and upon 
terms of exact equality with those stipulated by the United 
States: nd provided, That the tariff of prices for the use 
of such submarine communication by the public shall be 
fixed by the Secretary of the ‘l'reasury of the United States 
; and the Government of Great Britain, or its authorized 
| agents: Provided further, That the United States and the 
| citizens thereof, shall enjoy the use of the submarine tele- 
| graphic communication for all time, on the sameterms and 
| conditions which shall be stipulated in favor of the Govern- 
] ment of Great Britain, andthe subjects thereof, recognizing 
| 
| 
| 
; 
| 
| 
| 
| 








equality of rights among the citizens of the United States in 
the use of said submarine communication, and the lines of 
| telegraph which may at any time connect with the same at 
its terminus on the coast of Newfoundland and the United 
States in any contract so to be entered into by such person, 
persons, or association, with that Government: Provided 
further, That the contract so to be made by the British 
| Government shall not be different from that already pro- 
| posed by that Government tothe New York, Newfoundland, 
| and London Telegraph Company, except such provisions 
| #8 may be necessary to secure to each Government the 
| transmission of its own messages by its own agents: 4nd 
| provided further, That it shall be in the power of Congress, 
| after ten ycars, to terminate said contract upon giving one 
year’s notice to the parties to such contract. 


The amendments reported by the Committee 
of Ways and Means were agreed to. - 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
| bill as amended be laid upon the table. 
| 





Mr. UNDERWOOD demanded the yeas and 
— 
r. JONES, of Tennessee, called for tellers on 
the yeas and nays. 
|| ‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. FauLKner 
| and Cuarrer were appointed. 
The House linia and the tellers reported— 
ayes thirty-six, noes not counted. 
| So the yeas and nays were ordered. _ ! 
| The question was taken; and it was decided in 
| the negative—yeas 82, nays 104; as follows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Akers, Ball, Barksdale, Hendley 9. Ben- 
| nett, Bocdck, Bowie, Branch, Burnett, John P. Campbell, 


‘* An act to provide for the better organization of || 


| Emrie, Etheridge, Pauikner, Florence, Foster, Garnett, 
| Goode, Greenwood, Harian, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, 
Hoffman, Holloway, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, 
| Kidwell, Lake, Leiter, Leteker, Lumpkin, Alexander K. 
Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Maxwell, MceMullin, Me- 
Queen; Smith Milter, Milison, Nichols, Mordecai Oliver, 
Paine, Peck, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Reade, Ready, 
Ruffin, Rust, Scott, Shorter, William R. Smith, Sneed, 
| Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Thurston, Todd, Underwood, 
Vail, Waldron, Walker,’ Watkins, Winstow, Daniel B. 
Wright, and John V. Wright—e&. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry Ben- 
nett, Benson, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, 
Broom, Buffinton, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Claw- 
son, Colfax, Covode, Cragin, Timothy Davis, Dean, De 
Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Bdwards, Plag- 
ler, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Galloway, 
Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Her- 
bert, Hodges, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, 
Kelly, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Kunkel, Mace, 
Samuel 8S. Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, Killian Miller, 
Millward, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Merrison, Murray, Nor- 
ton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, 
Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Robbins, Roberts, 
Robison, Sabih, Sage, Sapp, S@ward, Sherman, Simmons, 
Samuel A. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, 
Thorington, 'Trafton, Tyson, Wade, ¥ Yakeman, Walbridgé, 
| Cadwalader C. Washburne, Etiihu B. Washburne, fsrael 
| Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wells, Whitney, Williams, 
| Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—104, 


| So the House refused to lay the bill on the 
| table. 
| The bill was then erdered to a third reading; 


| 





| and it was accordingly read the third time. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, called the previous 
| question upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
| main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. BURNETT called for the yeas and nays 

upon the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. _ 
| The question was taken; and it was decided in 
| the affirmative—yeas ]01, nays 82; as follows: 


| YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Benson, 
Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, Buf- 
finton, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Camp- 
bell, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Col- 
| fax, Covode, Cragin, Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, 

Dickson, Dodd, Edie, Edwards, Flagler, Henry M. Puller, 
| Thomas J. D. Fuller, Galloway, Granger, Grow, Robert B. 
| Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Herbert, Hodges, Valentine B. 
| Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelly, King, Knapp, Knight, 
Knowlton, Kunkel, Mace, Samuel 8S. Marshall, Matteson, 
McCarty, Killian Miller, Millward, Moore, M n, Morrill, 
Morrison, Murray, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, 
Pelton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purvianece, Robbins, 
Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Sherman, 
Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, 
Tappan, Thorington, Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, 
Walbridge, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B, Wash- 
burne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wells, Whitney, 
Williams, Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, and Zollicoffer-— 
101. 

NAYS— Messrs. Aiken, Ball, Barksdale, Hendley 8. Ben- 
nett, Bowie, Branch, Burnett, John P. Campbell, Carlile, 
Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, 
Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Cumback, Davidson, Jacob C. 
Davis, Day, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Elliott, Emrie, 
Ethertdge, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Gamett, Goode, 
Greenwood, Augustus Halli, Harlan, Thomas L. Barris, 
Harrison, Hoffman, Holloway, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, Kidwell, Lake, Leiter, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, 
Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Maxwell, Me- 
Mullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Nichols, Mordecai 
Oliver, Paine, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Reade, Ready, 
Ruffin, Sandidge, Scott, Shorter, William R. Smith, Sneed, 
Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Thurston, Todd, Underwood, 
Vail, Waldron, Walker, Watkins, Winslow, Daniel B. 
Wright, and John V. Wright—®2. 


So the bill was passed. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved that the 
vote by which the bill was passed be reconsid- 
ered; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed ta, 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union for the purpose of taking up 
the special order. 

Mr. SNEED. I rise to a privileged question. 
I move to take up the motion heretofore entered 
| to reconsider the vote by which House bil) No. 
|| 708 was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
| on the state of the Union. 
| The SPEAKER. It cannot be considered 
| pending the motion of the gentleman from Ohio. 








aa 


Mr. SNEED. I should like to know what 
benefit there is in a privileged question if it does 
not supersede other business? 

The SPEAKER. It is a privileged question 
so far as the reception of the motion is concerned. 
It may be received at any time, but it can only be 


! 
' 
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order for any gentleman to offer an amendment from South Carolina. Whe 
! to the original bill offered by the committee. 
| Mr. STANTON. Willit be in order to move 
an amendment to the amendment of the Commit- 
| te Tay ine? 
THE TARIFF. || tee of Ways and Means now pending? 


conaidercd when there is no other business before 
the House. 

The question was taken on Mr. CampsBe.r’s 
motion; and it was agreed to, 


n you have re 

that point, I would inquire whether it is mrs 
order to go back to the original bill reported from 
the Committee of Ways and Means and to amend 
and perfect it, and when it has been perfected 
- } . | The CHAIRMAN. No, sir. the question will be between it and the subst; 
lhe House accordingly resolved itself into the || Mr, HOUSTON. I understand that the first || tute of the gentleman from South Carolina. as 
Cominittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, || business of the committee now will be, if they || amended? ? 
(Mr. H. Marsuatt in the chair,) and resumed | desire to do so, to perfect the original proposition Mr. CLINGMAN. I object to this irregy}, 
the consideration of the bill (H. R, No. 566) re- || reported by the Committee of Ways and Means. || debate. The Chair has stated the question ond 
ducing the duty on imports, and for other pur- } There is a substitute pending, which is to take || wish to vote. ton. 
ones, : , \| the place of the original bill. Then it is the The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has indulgeg 

The CHAIRMAN stated the question to be on | province of the Committee of the Whole on the || this irregular debate because there seemed to be 
the afnendment to the bill offered by the gentle- || state of the Union to perfect the substitute in the || no objection to it. It is not in order; and the 
man from South Carolina, [Mr. Borce,] and the || same manner; and then the vote comes up be- || Chair is of the opinion that questions of order had 
amendment to that amendment offered by the gen- | tween the substitute as perfected and the original || better be decided as they arise. The pending 
tieman from Ohio, [Mr. Campne.r. | . amendments will be reported to the House, > 


! D ; || bill as perfected. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I withdraw my || The Clerk read Mr. Boyce’s amendment, as 
follows: 


That from an@after the Ist day of January, 1857, all ro0ds, 
| wares, merchandise, and other products, subject uuder the 
| existing tariff to pay duties of over twenty per cent., be 





Mr. STANTON. If I understand the way in 
amendment to the amendment, and propose an- || which the question stands, it is this: It is not in 
other iri lien of it. I will not now call for the read- || order at present to move to amend anything in | 
ing of it. 1 will simply say that it increases the || detail of either of the propositions. Neither | 
articles on the {ree list, and is the same which I pre- | the amendment proposed by the gentleman from || ; ‘ - : 
sented last Saturday, ahd which has been printed. | South Carolina, nor the amendment to that || oem ne Se Sere ae Sere Perens. & daty . 
In fact, it is the original bill reported by the ma- |; amendment offered by the Committee of Ways Ben or Sap 

| 

| 

| 





> ‘ >: om : same rate of twenty per cent. duty. 
jority of the Committee of Ways and Means at || and Means, are now amesdable. Amendments , 


toe last SesBB1ON, It adds variousarti les to the free in detail must now be confined to the original it an tae then mer ie flew ing amendment 
list, and takes from the original free list reported | bill; and the committee is compelled to vote on of Air. Gaursais, of Qhio, to the amemdment: 


by the Committee of Waysand Means, the articles |, the proposition of the Committee of Ways and Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert as 
> los and hemr th: 3 | : . * llows: 

of lead and hemp, with a proviso that all hemp |) Means as an amendment to that of the gentleman || —_o he 

f ‘ I ills . || That on and after the Ist day of July, 1857, the good 
rom Senuth Carolina as it stands. [es ge 4 id ghdnticmed fa Gahen a 
fifiv cents a pound. at the port of importation, be ip > r + . : wares, and merchandise mentioned in Schedule I, made 
ashy nee poun = no F , I SATE Che /HAIRMAN. T he Chair will state the || part hereof, shall be exempt from duty, and entitled to free 
admitted free of duty. ‘The intermediate grades || ynderstanding of the Chair as to the mode in || eatry: 


of the value of and under fifteen cents, and over 


a) 


between fifteen and nity cents a pound are to || which this bill must progress. There is the ori- |! Schedule 1. 
remain at the present duty of thirty percent. 1 ginal bill; tothe orizinal bill is offered the amend- || .Acids—acctic, boracic, citric, muriatic, nitric, and gul- 
will say,in reference to sugar, that that article is 


’ ‘the centle rn Q arnlinaé |}, phuric ; all books, maps, charts, mathematical, nautical in- 
ment of the gentle man from South Carolina; and struments, philosophical apparatus, and all other arucles 
to that amendment is offered the amendment of whatever, imported for the use of the United States; all 
the gentleman from Ohio. The proposition of 


|; philosophical apparatus, instruments, books, maps, and 

the gentleman from South Carolina is to strike | charts ; statues, statuary, busts and casts of marble, bronze, 
veh lnattiednia-tinin aietenblathe dein the original Wh. \\ alabaster, or plaster of Paris; paintings aud drawings, etch- 
our al abter Mie enacting words in the original dill, || ings; specimens of eculpture ; cabincts of coins, medais, 
and insert his amendment; and the proposition of | gems, and all collections of antiquities: .Provided, The 
4 the gentleman from Ohio is to strike out all after || same be specially imported in good faith for the use of any 
yesterday, | expect to avail myself of the priv- || the enacting words of the amendment, and insert | society incorporated or established for philosophical or lit- 
7 J : > . - ore 24. e ti , C0 Aco mMe : » fine arte 
ilege, when the committee report to the House, his substitute. being in the nature of an. amend- || erary purposes, or for the encouragement of tite fine arts, 
f addressing the House generally on the subject ; : 2 = m ane or for the use or by the order of any college, academy, 
oF adarcssing the £2ouve Fenerally on the subj | ment toan amendment. The proposition of the || school, or seminary of learning in the United States; al- 
of the tariff. gentleman from Ohio is not one subject to amend- || Cornoque ; aloes; amber; ambergris; Angora, or Thibet 
Tre ‘ > . ° be | » -3 ai . . © ; © rar! } ne 

Mr. LETCHER. I desire to offer an amend- |) ment; but the committee can go back and amend |! -_ ee ae are Ree eeeees 07 

° . . : . . ‘e's ° © ackK 5 ais, tivings ¢ se seed 5 atro, TOUCOL, ° 
ment in the way of a substitute for the bill jast || the original bill. ; ; De en ett <5 a 


, ; zs Ai =n ane ; . , || leans; antimony, crude, or regulus of; argol, or crude tar 
presented by the chairman of the Committee of ||) Mr. STANTON. One question more. I wish 


also left where it is under the act of 1846. This 
amendment proposes nothing but the extension 
of the free list, by which the revenue will be re- 
duced $6,000,000 directly, and probably from four 
to six millions indirectly, by the privileges attord- | 
ed to the manufacturers of the country.. As I said 


| 


: 1 tar; arrow root; arsenic; asat@tida; asphalium 3 bariila; 
Ways and Means. to know if it will be in or er, after adopting the || barks; bells, old, and bell metal ; berries, nuts, aud vege- 

The CHAIRMAN. «It ie not nowin order. | amendment of the gentleman from Ohio. then to | tables, used in dyeing; berries, flowers, and barks ; bis 
° , ; : ee - ; ’ : || ;nuth ; bitter apples; bolting cloths; bones, burnt, and bone 
The amendment of the gentleman from Ohio is || amend it? Can the committee amend anything || 


é dust; books, maps, and charts imported by authority of the 
an amendiment to the pending amendment offered || that hasbeen voted in? || Joint Library Committee of Congress, for the use of the 
by the gentleman from South Carolina. '| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands Library of ma wrens — if, . any et, a 
Mr. HOUSTON. Will the Chair have the || not. Cannes anes are SOte Renee WSN Ane ate ey 
5 = TAAT . porter, or other person, for books, maps, or eharts, in which 

amendments read as now presented and at issue? || Mr. STANTON. Then, as I understand it, | 


: ; 1 | contract the bookseller, importer, or other person aivresaid 
Mr. MeMULLIN. Is it in order now to op- |, the last amendment of the Committee of Ways || shall have paid the duty, or included the duty in said con- 


puse the amendment of the gendeman from Ohio? || and Means is not subject to amendment at any || ct, im such case the duty shail not be remitted 5 borax, 

lhe CHAIRMAN it is | time or } ts . “d stail | crude ; borate of lime; boucho leaves; brass, in bars and 

a ee ao aaeeial | Mine OF 28 Ray COTM 10 Cetan. || pigs; brass, when old, and fit only to be remanufactured ; 

ir, LETCHER. ‘Will the Chair state how Phe CHAIRMAN. That is the understand- || Brazil wood, braziiletto, and all other dye-woods in sticks; 

the question stands? || ine of the Chair. || breecia, in blocks or slabs; brimstone, ernde; bristles; 

ne” ‘ , rey . j s ror r . j 7O 7 7 rder: Ror , “hh: ' ins 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The amendment which } Mr. HOUSTQN. I understand this'to be the | roe "Gubthin, cota wed aitvee cay oe ae mitten 

err AID. ave Saati : ene thse ye : : aed : * || stones ; bullion, and silver; burr stones, unmanufac- 

the Clerk will r ad is the ame ndme nt offered by || issue which is Now pre sented to the committee: || tured; burr stones, wrought or unwrought; cabinets of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, and to that |! The Committee of Ways and Means, through its | 


\ 9g coins, medals, and other colicctions of antiquities ; cad- 
the rentieman from Ohio has offered an amend- | majority, reported a bill. The gentleman from 1} mium; calamine ; cameos, mosaics and precious stones, 
Tent. 


As a matter of course any amendment to |} South Carolina [Mr. Boycr] proposed a substi- || (Mt sets) camphor, crudd ; cantharides ;.cassia bad: ; cas- 
: nad . ¢ 1 ° ; }} torum; chalk; champagne bottles ; clay ; cochineal ; co- 
that of the gentleman from Ohio would be an | tute for that bill. The Committee of Ways and || coa and cocoa shells; codilla, or tow of hemp or flax; 
amendment in the third degree, and not in order. |) Means, through its majority, proposed a substi- || coffee and tea, when imported direct from the place of 
“ry . > ri i - = | ~ . . ’ dt a > . " . ~ x 
Mr. LETCHER. What has become of the || tute for that amendment of the gentleman from || Deir greee af preseeten ie Seenene sennaarat — 
rinal propos the ce “me Ihio? |! S . : | Vessels enutled by reciprocal treaties to be exempt from 
original prop sition of the gentleman from Ohio? || South Carolina. The Committee of Ways and || discriminating duties, tonnage, aud other charges ;, coffee, 
he CHAIRMAN. He has withdrawn it, Means propose a substitute for the substitute. | 


i ; |-the growth or production of the possessions of the Nether- 
Mr. LEYCHER. Could he withdraw the ori- || The issue as presented to us, as I understand it, || lands, imported from the Netherlands in the same manner ; 
ginal proposition, on which the amendment of the |! is this: whether we shall strike out the substi- || ©ois, gold, silver, and copper; copper ore; copper, wheu 
gentleman from South Carolina hangs? 


> 
The CHTAIRMAN,. Asa matter ofcourse, the | 





|| imported tor the United States Mint; in pigs or 
|| tute propones by the gentleman from South Caro- }| or ur Aiba: Vetted. Staten Bitat ; copgetss8 pie 


: ; eee bars, or when old and fit only t0be remanu‘actured ; cork- 
lina, and insert that proposed by the majority of || tree bark; cotton; cream of tartar; cubebs;_ cudbear, 
original villis pending. The Chair supposed that || the Committee of. Ways and-Means? Then, if || (vegetable ;) cuteh ; dragon’s blood ; emery, in Jump or pul- 
the gentleman from Virginia referred to the amend- || that be true, and I presume it is, we must first || VerZed5, extract of indigo ; extracts and decoctions of log- 
vent of the genteman from Ohio. ‘The original |} perfect the substitute pr od by the gentle || wood, and other dye-woods ; extract of madder ; felt, ad- 
me n of the gentiema ' row he . ; he « riewne yer ect t 1e Su stitute propose ay le genticman i} hesive, for sheathing vessels ; flax, unmanufactured ; flint, 
bill is pending; and the gentleman from South |! from South Carolina; after that we perfect the || ground; flints ; fruits; fullers’ earth; furs, dressed or un- 
Carolina offercd an amendment to it. '} substitute proposed by the committee. Then we || dressed, when on the skin ; furs, hatters’, dressed or - 
Mr. LETCHER. To whieh the gentleman || vote one against the other; and whether it goes || dressed, not on the skin; gamboge ; garden seeds and all 
from QO} fored : mendme both ef whict lis he aff eit ho i kp | ; bi } || other seeds for agricultural, horucultnral, medicinal, and 
rom Chio offered an amendment, both of which || in the afirmative or in the negative, then we per- || manufacturing purposes, not otherwise provided for ; ginger, 
amendments are now pending. 


|| fect the original bill, and vote one against the || green, ripe, dried, preserved, or pickled; glass, when old, 
The CHAIRMAN. No; the amendment to | other. | and fit ouly to be remanufactured ; goods, ee eal 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I should like || handise, the growth, produce, or manufacture of the Uni 


; ‘ Ss || States, exported to a foreiga country, and brought back to 
Ohio he has withdrawn this morning, and offered || to ask a question of the Chair. Is not the first | the United Mtates in the oe eheditinn as when exported, 
another in lieu of it. question whether the amendment reported by the | upon which no drawback or bounty has been allowed : 

Mr. FLORENCE, That is the proposition || chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, || Provided, That all regulations to ascertain the identity 
which the gentleman from Ohio submitted the day | 


i > 1. || thereof, prescribed by existing laws, or which may be pre- 

Y '| as a substitute for Sea ndment of the peste scribed by the Secrcwasg of tie Treaeuryeshall be complied 

before yesterday. . || man from South Carolina, shall be adopted? If || with; green turtle; grindstones ; guano; gwuns—Arabic, 

Mr. STANTON. Will it be in order to have |) that is adopted, then the substitute is perfected, || Barbary, Copal, East India, Jeddo, Senegal, Bubetitute, 

the substitute of the Committee of Ways and | and there can be no amendmé@nt of substitate |! Tragacanth, and ail other guins and resins in nerade state ; 

{ ‘ ll off || gutta percha, unmanniactured ; hair of ail kinds, uncleanes 
Means read by sections, for the purpose of per- || offered oradoptedafterwards. You take the sub- |; 


. ; . : : and unmanufactured ; horns, horn tips, bone, bone tips, and 
fecting it in detail? | stitute of the Committee of Ways and Means for | teeth, unmanufactured 5 household effects, oli and in use, of 
‘The CHAIRMAN. It 





will be, of course, in |! the substitate or the amendment of the gentleman || persons or families trom foreign countries, if used abroad by 
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them, and not intended for any other person or persons, or H to get the floor for that purpose, [ must now con- || original bill by the gentleman from South Caro- 


for sale ; Andia rubber in bottles, slabs, or sheets, unmanu- || 
factured; India rabber, milk of; indigo; iodine, crude ; 


old, and fit only to be remanufactured ; ivory, unmanufac- || the amendment submitted by the gentleman from 
} Ohio [Mr. Campseti] from the majority of the 
Committee of Ways and Means. [f | correctly 
understand that proposition, it enters more largely 


tured; ivory nuts or vegetable ivory; jalap; junk, old; 
kelp; kermes ; lac dye; lac spirits ; lac sulphur; lastings, | 
cut in strips or patterns of the size and shape for shoes, | 
slippers, boots, bootees, gaiters, or buttons, exclusively ; i 
jemon juice, and lemon juice concentrated; lime; time |) 1 
juice ; liquorice root ; machinery exclusively designed and i! t 
expressly iim rted for the manufacture of flax and linen | 
goods ; madder, ground, and madder root; manganese ; 





manna; manufactures of mohair cloth, silk twist, or other | principle of an ad valorem basis of taxation. 


manufactures of cloth suitable for the manufacture of shoes, || 
cut in strips, or patterns of the size and shape for shoes. 
slippers, boots, bootees, gaiters, or buttons, exclusively ; 
maps and charts; marme coral, unmanufactured ; medi- 


Provided, That no article or articles shall be deemed a 


tent myself,in the five minutesallotted to me un- 
ipecacuanha ; iridium 5 iris or orris root; iron, scrap, when || der the rule, with referring to the amendment to 


' materially departs from the great fundamental 


| all others who think with him on this subject, 
| that I will never vote for any amendment or prop- 
cinal roots, leaves, gums, and resins, in a erude state; || sition which departs to so great an extentas his 


lina, and also an amendment to that; therefore 
no further amendment is in order. 
Mr. MILLSON. The amendment of the gen- 
theman from South Carolina proposes to strike 
out the original bill entirely. 
Mr. CLINGMAN, That makes no difference. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it is 
within the competency of the committee to per- 
fect the part which is proposed to be stricken out 
' before the vote is taken upon the motion to strike 
I beg to say to the gentleman from Ohio, and |, out. 

Mr. MILLSON. My amendment is to insert 
after the enacting clause what I send to the Chair, 


Mr, CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Is that amend- 


nto the free list than the proposition of the gen- 
leman from SouthrCarolina; and it, besides, very 


modes of inventions and other improvements in the arts: || proposition does from the great ad valorem — ment in order? 


model or improvement which can be fitted for use; moss 
and other vegetable substances used for mattresses; mun- 


| ciple of taxation; for the ad valorem princip 


e is, The CHAIRMAN. It is, as an amendment 


| in my judgment, the only true, fair, and legiti- || to the original bill. 


é | 
jeet, (India madder;) music, printed with lines, bound, or || mate mode of taxation by duties on anne 1} Mr. HOUSTON. I would suggest to the gen- 


° | 
unbound ; natron ; nickel; nutgalls ; nux vomica; oakum ; i 
ochres and ochrey earths, dry; oils, almond, cocoa-nut, || 


| can very well imagine why it is that t 


1e Com- || teman from Virginia that we should first perfect 


- 5 } i ’ 73 ) | ‘ > > > | shie a . _ ° _ 
rive, palm, and teal; oil, spermaceti, whale, and other || mittee of Ways and Means propose an amend- || that which we propose to vote upon now, and we 
fish, of American fisheries, and all other articles the prod- || Ment which loses sigi:t of that principle as much || will have an opportunity to perfect the original 
uce of such fisheries; opium; orange and lemon peel; || as possible. The subject of taxation is the most || bill hereafter. 


| 


orpiment (and realgar) arsenic ; paintings and statuary, the 
productions of American artists residing abroad, and all || 


\| delicate and important which can require the | 


Mr. MILLSON, I cannot offer an amendment 


vther paintings and,statuary: Provided, The same he im- || legislation of Congress; and in dealing with it, it || to either the proposition of the gentleman from 
ported in gaod faith as objects of taste, and notofmerchan- |; Should be our aim and design to mete out even- || Ohio, or that of the gentleman from South Car- 


dise { palm leaf, unmanufactared , paving stones; pearl or || 
hulled barley; pearl, mother of; personal and household | 
effects (not merchandise) of citizens of the United States | 


dying abroad ; pewter, when old and fit only to be remant- | do that? 


factured; plaster of Paris or sulphate of lime, ground or | 
unground; platina, uamanufactured ; plumbago orgraphite ; | | 
polishing stones ; pumice and pumice-stones ; quicksilver ; || 
rags of whatever material, except of wool; ratans and || 


handed justice to every section of our country. |! olMa. 

Does the [pases of the gentleman from Ohio |} Mr. HOUSTON. You can perfect the billof 

insist that it dees not, in departing as || the gentleman from South Carolina. 

it does from the principle of ed valorem duties. || Mr. Minison’s amendment was then read, as 
As Lunderstand the propositions of the gentle- || follows: 7 


man from South Carolina, [Mr. Boyce,] and the || That from and after the first day of July next, in Nou of 


reeds, unmanufactured ; rotten-stone ; rhubarb ; safflower ; || gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Mace,] they more || the duties heretofore imposed by law on the articles inens 


siffron and saffron cake; sago; sal ammonia, ammonia, || 
and carbonate ofammonia ; saltpetre, or nitrate of soda or | 
potash, refined or crude; salts of tin; sarsaparilla ; seedlac ; | 
sheathing copper; but no copper to be considered such, and 
admitted free, except in sheets of forty-eight inches long || 
and fourteen inches wide, and weighing from fourteen to || 
thirty-four ounces the square foot; sheathing metal, not || 
wholly or in part of iron, ungalvanized; sheathing paper ; || 
shellac; shingle-bolts and stave-bolts; silk, raw, or as || 
reeled from the cocoon, not being doubled, twisted, or ad- 
vanced in manufacture in any way; skins and hides, raw, 
of all kinds, whether dried, salted, or pickled ; smalts; spe- | 
cimens of natural history, mineralogy, or botany ; spices of 
all kinds; sponges; spunk; squills; substances expressly || 
used for manures; sulphate and muriate of potash; sul- | 
phate of ammonia; sumac; tallow, marrow, and all other 
grease, and soap stocks and soap stuffs; tapioca; terne, tin | 
plates ; terra japonica or catechu; tinfoil; tin, in plates or | 
sheets, ungalvanized ; tin, in pigs, bars, or blocks ; tortoise || 
and other shellg, unmanufactured; trees, shrubs, bulbs, || 
plants, and rootS, not otherwise provided for; turmeric ; || 
type metals and old types, fit only to be remanufactured ; 
vanilla beans; verdigris ; ware, chemical, earthen or pot- | 
tery, of acapacity exceeding ten gallons; waste, or shoddy ; +! 
watch materials and unfinished parts of watches; wearing 
apparel in actual use, and other personal effects, (not mer- | 
chandise,) professional books, implements, instruments || 
and tools of trade, oceupation, or employment, of persons || 
arriving in the Bnited States: Provided, That this exemp- | 
tion shall not be construed to include machinery or other |, 
articles imported for use in any manufacturing establish- || 
ment, or for sale; weld; whiting, or Paris white; woad, | 
or pastel; woods—namely, cedar, lignumvite, ebony, box, 
granadilla, mahogany, rosewood, satin wood, and all cabi- | 
net woods; shecp’s wool, unmanufactured, of the value |) 
at the port of importation of fifteca cents per pound or less, || 
and of the value of fifty cents per pound or over, ahd hair || 
of the alpaca, the goat, and other like animals, unmanu- | 
factured: Provided, That any wool, or hair of the alpaca, || 
the goat, and other like animals, which shall be imported | 
in any other than the ordinary condition, as now and here- 
tofore practiced, or which shall be changed in its character | 
for the purpose of evading the duty, or which shall be | 
cleansed or purified, or assorted, so as to raise its value at 
the port of importation to fifty cents per pound or over, or 
which shall be reduced in value by the admixture of dirt, || 
or any foreign substance, to fifteen cents per pound or less, | 
shall be subject to pay a duty of thirty per centum, any- 
thing in this act to the contrary notwithstanding; zine or || 
| 
| 
' 
! 





| 





epelter, in sheets or pigs; zinc, when old, and fit only to 
be remanufactured. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all goods, wares, || 
and merchandise imported from foreign countries, and in | 
the pufilic stores prior to the first day of July next, shail be | 
subject, on entry thereof for consumption, to no other duty || 
wan if the same had been imported, respectively, after that 
ay: 

Before the reading of the above amendment was 
finished, 

Mr. MILLSON said: Mr. Chairman, we all 
know what this amendment provides, and I there- | 
fore move that its further reading be dispensed | 
with, 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, 
the motion will be entertained. 

There was no objection; and the motion was 
then agreed to. , 


Mr.McMULLIN. Mr. Chairman, before the’, 
close of the hour debate on this question, I had || 
hoped I would have been allowed to give my views || 
poverelty upon the various propositions which || 

ave been alrcady presented. But having failed ‘| 


| 
} 
i] 
; 
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nearly approximate the principle of ad valorem || tioned in the different schedules of the act approved July 
Sedion TPhis subject of ooneiie once threw this || 2221846, there shalt be levied, collected, and paid, on the 
eer se J Pa wo oo goods, wares, and merchandise therein enumerated and 
country into great excitement and confusion. | provided for, imported from foreign countries, the (o lowing 
Notwithstanding that, the gentleman from Ohio || rates of duty—that is to say: On goods, wares, and mer 
presents a proposition here, which is, if possible, |! out ewe nde. sogmeendsl oe ony pe! Sent 
» objectionable than the bill of abominations || {™ 34 Yeon Tatade el oetniahiniie cea aaa 
more objec é ; || tioned in schedule B, a duty of treenty-five per coniuia ad 
of 1828. That had almost shaken this Confed- || valorem. On goods, wares, and merchandise, mentioned 
eration to its very center; and yet, sir, notwith- || in schedules C aud D, a duty of twenty per centiyn ad va 
standing that fact stares us in the face to-day, the | lorem. On goods, wares, and merchandise, mentioned in 
- . 1 . schedule E, a duty of fifteen per centum ad valorem. On 
gentleman from Ohio presents to Congress, and || goods, wares, and merchandise, mentioned in schedules 
asks for its adoption, a substitute which, to my || F and G, a duty of ten per centum ad valorem. 
mind, is at least as objectionable as the unequal Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the 


| . . o> . ‘et . tl. @r av of y next, the ge =, wares, spohe we 
| and unjust tariff of 1828. Are you, Mr. Chair- | firat day of Suly Bae, Nis O00) Slee? 


: : || mentioned in schedules H and I, shall be exempt from duty. 
man, and are the committee, prepared to sanction Src. 3. And te it further enacted, That from and aftee 


any such proposition? If the collection of the || the first day of July next, there shall be levied, collected, 
revenues, and the disbursement of the same, oper- | ee _—s ol poms pe pore ne 
ated equally to all Sections, there would be some nts not. Oeee ofan per centim a velaeeen. to: 4 im 
propriety and justice in the proposition of the Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all acts and parts 
gentleman from Ohio. of acts repugnant to the provisions of this act be, and the 
But I have not the time to discuss this question. || same are hereby, repeated. 
It has been ably discussed by my colleagues and || .The CHAIRMAN. The paper just read by 
by others. If this substitute 1s adopted, you |; the Clerk is an amendment offered bythe gentle- 
exempt from taxation wool, and thereby tax || man from Virginia to the original bill, to come in 
one portion of the community for the benefit of || immediately after the enacting clause. The Chair 
another. Look the bill all through, and you will || understands the object to be to a the original 
find that it enlarges the free list much more than || bill, and the Chair entertains the amendment. 
that ofthe gentleman from South Carolina,[Mr. || Mr. MILLSON. If the committee will give 
Boyct or that of the gentleman from Indiana, || me their attention a few minutes, I think I can 
It not only does that, but it makes || make evident to them the effect that will be pro- 


{[Mr. Mace. } 
those alterations ens, more @ppressive upon the || duced on the pending proposition by the adoption 
x i | of the amendment which | have just submitted, 


middle and southern States than the proposition 
of the gentleman from South Carolina. The committee will perceive that the original bill . 
While I hold it to be the duty of Congress to | isa bill proposing simply afree list. . That bill is 
grasp this subject of the tariff, and adopt such a || altogether consistent with the amendment which 
scheme as shall have the effect of depleting the || I have offered; for, if the amendment which | have 
Treasury of the surplus from which the country || offered be adopted by the committee, it will then 
is suffering, yet I object to the proposition of the || reduce the charges on dutiable goods in all the 
gentleman from Ohio for this reason also, that it || schedules; while the bill offered by the Commit- 
does not reduce the amount in the aggregate suffi- || tee of Ways and Means will provide for the ver 
ciently. I would vote for a proposition to reduce || free list which I have alluded to in my a 
the duty fifty per cent. upon the articles as taxed || ment. 
by the tariff of 1846. It seems to me thata prop- || Mr.STANTON. Irisetoa question of order. 
osition of that sort would be more liberal to the || I wish to have the question settled—and Edo not 
whole country. The bill of the gentleman from || care how. We had supposed on our side of the 
Ohio will not reduce the revenue sufficiently, and House that no amendment to the original bill 
will still leave a large accumulation in the ‘Treas- || was in order—that the question was between the 
ury, and it must continue to accumulate, if 1 |! amendment of the gentleman from South Caro: 
| 


understand the operation of it. And [ beg gen- |) lina and the substitute offered from the Commit- 
tlemen of this committee —I beg gentlemen of || tee of Ways and Means, and that you were now 
the Northwest, and of the middle section, and of || perfecting the substitute, and not the original bill. 
the South especially, to carefully examine these || The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules that the 
two propositions. If they do that, I have no fear || point of order ig not well taken. 
of the result of that examination; and gentlemen || Mr. MILLSON. I have but a few brief mo- 
will be compelled to vote with me against the bill |) ments allowed me to state my amendment, and | 
of the pontlonsan from Ohio. || hope these interruptions will not be deducted. 
Mr. MILLSON. I desire, Mr. Chairmaa, to | If gentlemen would only take the pains to exam- 
offer an amendment to the original bill. || ine the character of the ponding propositions they 
The CHAIRMAN. Such an amendment will | would at once see that the course which I have 
be entertained. || taken is the only one to secure to the committee 
Mr. CLINGMAN. Ef rise toa point of order. \jethe opportunity of voting between the competing 


There is now an amendment proposed to the || propositions. ‘The amendment offered by the 





ee es 
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chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
to the amendment of the gentleman from South 
Carolina is one which ought never to have been 
offered in that connection, for it is almost identi- 
cally the same as the original bill; and I think 
that the gentleman from Ohio, instead of attempt- 
ing—if he did attempt—to prevent a vote between 
the various questions before the committee, should 
have contented himself with moving to amend his 
own original bill in the mode proposed by his 
substitute. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The gentleman 
is mistaken. I had no intention of preventing a 
vote. 

Mr. MILLSON. Well, it has that effect, and 
the only way of guarding against it is to submit 
anamendment to the original bill. Now, I do not 
intend to go into the explanation of the featfres 
of the amendment, for I did thata day or two | 
ago. I merely wish to call the atténtion of the 
committee to this fact, that all those who propose 
other amendments, my colleague before me, (Mr. 
FavuLkner,] my colleague on the Committee of 
Ways and Means, (Mr. Lercuen,) the gentle- 
man from Indiana, {Mr. Mace,} all of them ma 
now have the opportunity of moving their onal 
ments to my amendment, and of bringing bef®re 
the committee the various propositions that have 
been submitted and printed as amendments from 





time to time. Thus the gentleman from Indiana 
may move to strike out the words ‘‘ twenty per 
cent.”’ in schedule A, &nd insert the words ‘* fif- 
teen per cent.’’ and so in schedules B., C., &c. 
Then the committee will have an opportunity of 
voting between the propositions submitted from 
what I will call the free-trade side of the House, 
and the propositions submitted from what I may 
term the protective side of the Housg, After adopt- 
ing my amendments, if the committee should do 
so, then we can go on and perfect the free list 
referred to in my amendment, for I propose to 
strike out nothing from the bill, but leave the com- 
mittee the opportunity of amending the bill of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, providing for 
the free list afterwards as well as before. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. I am 
opposed to the amendment offered by the gentle- 
man from Virginia, because it amounts to a hor- 
izontal reduction of existing rates of duty. 

Mr. MILLSON. No, sir. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. The gen- 
tleman’s amendment proposes to reduce schedule 
A fifty per cent., schedule B five per cent., C and 
D five per cent., and so on; and * on all goods, 
wares, and merchandise imported from foreign 
countries, and not specially provided for in this 
act, a duty of ten per cent. ad valorem’’ shall be 
collected. And this reduction is to be made for 
the avowed purpose of reducing the revenue ! 

Now, the great mistake made by the gentleman 
from Virginia is, | apprehend, in supposing that 
he can reduce the revenue by thus reducing the 
rates of duty on these schedules. Sir, I contend 
that this proposition, if carried into effect, will 
increase the revenue. It is but one step further in 
the direction of the free trade bill of 1846. Did 
that measure decrease the income from customs ? 
Is it not a part of the history of the country that 
it Sealeanel the revenue by millions, by breaking 
down our own industry, and by filling our ports 
with foreign goods? We have had excessive im- 
portations under the bill of 1846; and consequentl 
an overflowing Treasury. Its principle was a ric 
Government, and a poor people. And now it is 
proposed to go one step further — to reduce the 
small measure of protection we have left, and thus 
swell the imports, and with $28,000,000 in the 
Treasury, increase the balance still further. To 
prevent this was matter the Committee 
of Ways and Meanshad in view. They had no 
intention. of increasing the balance inthe Treas- 
ury; and hence they refused to reduce the rates 
on any dutiable article, or any one requiring pro- 
tection, And | cari tell the gentleman from Vir- 
zinia that, if his proposition becomes the law, it 
= increase the receipts from customs by mil- 

ions, 

Mr. MILLSON,. I am glad to hear it. 

Mr. CAMP ,of Pennsylvania. The bill 
of 1842 p revenue than that of 1846, 
and at the all the great inter- 
ests of the coun , re equally on all. The 
duties under that dew Were ific; the protece 
on adequate to the wants of the country; and its 
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restoration now would give life and hope and | 

prosperity to the whole land. 

he Committee of Ways and Means, in the | 
amendment reported by the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Camppe.t,] and which has been laid before 
the House for their consideration, do not propose 
to reduce the duty on any article of American 
rowth or manufactare which requires protection. 
hey would rather increase than diminish; but 
unfortunately we have not the power—at least in 
the present Congress. And for this course their 
reasons were two-fold; first, we were in favor of 
protection; and next, we were opposed to an in- 
crease of revenue. But we have added largely to 
the free list, by inserting in it all those articles 
required for home consumption, or in the manu- 


|| factures of the country, and which we do not and 


cannot produce at home under any reasonable 
amount of protection. ‘This free list will directl 
reduce the receipts from customs some six mil- 
lions, and indirectly some four millions more. 
This, in view of the largely increased expenses 
of the Government, may be sufficient. 

I trust the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Virginia will be voted down. We have had 
enough of freetrade. Let us become more Amer- 
icanized and protect our own people, our produc- | 
tions, fabrics, and industrial pursuits. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I propose to amend the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Virginia by insert- 
ing in line eleven, where the word ** fifty”’ occurs, | 
the word ‘* ten;”’ in line thirteen, where the word 
‘* twenty-five’’ occurs, the word ‘‘ten;’’ in line | 
fifteen, where the word ‘* twenty’’ occurs, the 
word ‘* ten;’’ in line seventeen, where the word 
** fifteen’’ occurs, the word ‘‘ten;’? and in line 
three of the second section, strike out the words | 
‘** shall be exempt from duty,’’ and insert the || 
words ‘‘ shall be collected a duty of ten per cent. | 
except on gold and silver bullion and gold and || 
silver coin.’’ | 

Mr. Chairman, my proposition is the same as || 
that of the gentleman from 4ndiana, {Mr. Mace, ] || 
with the exception of inserting ten instead of || 
fifteen per cent. In other words, it proposes to || 
levy an ad valorem duty of ten per cent. upon all || 
the importations of the country, except coin and | 
bullion. I think it will raise quite revenue enough | 
to carry on this Government as it should be car- || 
ried on. According to the report of the Secretary || 
of the Treasury, our importations amount to | 
$314,000,000 per annum. Ten per cent. duty on | 
those importations, therefore, would be upwards | 
of $31,000,000. But I think thatunderthe low duty | 
of ten per cent. the importations, instead of being 
$314,000,000, would, in all probability, be four | 
hundred and fifty or five hundred millions. And || 
I see by the papers of this morning that during || 
the last week the importations at the port of New | 
York amounted to upwards of $7,000, nd at i 
the port of Boston to upwards of $2,000A,. If | 
there were go iffportations at any other ports, || 
and they a at those ports at that rate for | 
fifty-two weeks, they Would amount in a year to | 
more than I have stated they would be under an | 
ad valorem duty of ten per cent. And if a duty | 
of ten per cent. will raise revenue enough for the 
Government, I think it is the duty of this House | 
and Congress to pass sucha proposition. Why? | 
Because, sir, | conceive that the idea of protect- | 
ing one branch of industry, and that the smallest | 
branch in the country, at the expense of all the || 
other branches of industry, has become an obso- | 
lete one. We had a reduction of duties under | 
Mr. Clay’s tariff of 1833. A different idea pre- 1 
vailed in 1842; but in 1846 the country approxi- | 
mated as near to free trade as it could. 

But we have been told by gentlemen upon the | 
other side of the House that it is the duty of this || 
Government to protect Americanlabor. What 
proportion of the American population areengaged | 
in manufacture? Not more than one sixth or one | 
seventh of the whole population. And should the | | 
agricultural portion of our people, should all the | 
persons engaged in commerce and trade, indeed | 
should all the other classes of our people be taxed || 
in order that the manufacturing interest should || 
be builtup? Are those who engage in manufac- 
ture, under the theory of our Government, entitled 
to greater benefits than other citizens? I think, 
on the contrary, that it is the duty of those who || 
have the administration of the Government in 
their hands, to extend equal and exact justice and 
protection to all classes of our industrial interests; 
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and in my judgment no proposition now before 
the House is so well calculated to produce that 
result as the one I have submitted. 

Some —- prefer direct taxation. I am 
not an advocate for such a measure at this time 
I do not desire to see the tax-gatherer going 
around among our people. I believe that wou! 
be repugnant to their opinions of what is right 
and proper. They have been accustomed to the 
present mode of indirect taxation. Though I am 
opposed to direct taxation, yet I desire to approx. 
imate to it as near as possible. I desire that the 
Government should raise no more money from 
our people than is necessary to carry on the 
Government in an economical way. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Chairman, I do not 
rise at this time for the purpose of entering into 
a discussion of the principles involved in this 
question. I desire to state that, while Iam op- 
posed to any discrimination, yet I amconstrained, 
in carrying out in good faith the joint resolution 
of the Legislature of Louisiana, instructing the 
Senators and requesting the Representatives of 
that State in Congress in reference to duty on 
sugar, to vote against placing sugar on the free 
list, and in favor of retaining it in its present po- 
sition. So far as I am concerned individually, | 
would, asa Representative of the people, if left to 
myself, vote for the same reduction on the article 


| of sugar that I would on every other article, [ 


would to the best of my ability aid those who 
desire to place every article of importation upon 
the same footing, so far as the amount of duty is 
concerned. I think the Legislature are mistaken, 
I do not believe that the present duty on sugar 
increases the price of that article. I believe that 
if the duty be removed I will be benefited; for all 
I have is in the sugar interest, and I believe the 
exportation duty would increase the price. 

But, Mr. Chairman, [ should be recreant to 
myself, I would violate a sacred principle of duty, 
if I voted in direct conflict with the epinions of 
the people I have the honor to represent. There- 
fore, 1 have to surrender my judgment as a Rep- 
resentative to the instructions of the Legislature 
of Louisiana. I have risen merely to make this 
statement. 

The question was ‘taken; and the amendment 
was disagreed to. 

Mr. MACE. I move toamend the amendment 
ofthe gentleman from Virginia by striking out the 
word ‘* fifty,”’ and inserting the word ** fifteen,” 
so that the clause shall read, ‘* on goods, wares, 
and merchandise mentioned in nails A,aduty 
of fifteen per centum ad valorem.’’ I regret ex- 
ceedingly that I could not get the floor to discuss 
the amendment which I offered some time ago, 
reducing the duty upon all imported articles to 
fifteen per cent. ad valorem, and I offerthis amend- 
ment in order to give me an opportunity to say 
what I can in the five minutes allowed me under 
the rule. . 

Mr. Chairman, if there were ever a question 
brought before the American people which has 
been invested with more humbuggery, more de- 
ception, and more application to the prejudices 
of the country than any other, it is this question 
of the tariff. Why, sir, it has been discussed in 
such a way that a large majority of the American 
people do not believe that they are taxed at all; 
that taxation is some indefinable thing which does 
not cost them anything; and they are satisfied 
with any proposition which is offered if the ery 
is ae that by such proposition the industry 
of the American people is protected. Now, why 
tis discrimination? My proposition overthrows 


| everything like discrimination. It Jeaves the hon- 


est duty of fifteen per cent. upon everything which 
is imported into the United States, no matter 
what it may be; and if the importation be as much 
next season as it has been the t season, it will 
ive the Government a revenue of over fifty mil- 
ion dollars. 
Now, | ask gentlemen, in order to test the just- 
ness of my proposition, if you should undertake 
to levy a tariff in your own State, could you dis- 
criminate between pork, wool, and rice, or any- 


thing of the kind? Would any Representative 
rise and advocate a measure of that kind, discrim- 
inating against one class of producers in the State, 
and putting money in the pockets of one class b 
taking it out of the pockets of the others? it 
would receive no supporters, and the peop: would 
universally detest it. This idea of deple 


pleting the 
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Treasury by congressional legislation is a most 
fallacious one. hen one thing will not pay, 
why, as a matter of course, its production will 
be abandoned. ‘The supply and demand will reg- 
ulate the matter. If a man applies to me to buy 
coffee, broadcloths, or anything else, he should 

ay the same duty upon it that any other per- 
son pays upon any other article of importation. 
Take for instance the article of iron. e do not 
produce iron in the State of Indiana to any ex- 
tent, yet we are compelled to pay to Pennsylva- 
nia a duty of thirty or forty per cent. But the 
Pennsylvanian says we must protect him with 
thatrate of duty, or his iron interests will go down. 
J say let them go down; and they ought to godown 
if they cannot live without this kind of protec- 

on. 
7 Mr. HOUSTON. I do not approve the prin- 
ciple of the amendment of the gentleman from. 
Indiana, [Mr. Mace;] and a moment’s reflection 
will satisfy that gentleman, it seems to me, as it 
will every one who willexamine the subject, that 
a horizontal tariff is impracticable, and would 
result in injury to the best interests of the coun- 
try. 

"A Memser. Do you mean ad valorem? 

Mr. HOUSTON. All duties upon imports 
under our laws are now ad valorem; and there is 
no proposition to change that principle. Does it 


not occur to your mind, Mr. Chairman, that the | 


revenue point of some articles is higher than it 
is in others? Is it not an acknowledged fact that 
a duty of thirty per cent. upon sugar, iron, and 
various other articles of consumption, will yield 
a large revenue, whereas a duty of twenty per 
cent. upon cotton bagging, of thirty per cent. 
upon hemp, and twenty-five percent. upon cord- 
age, cutlery, and many other things, would be 
orohibitory — the importation of these articles 
Saiaw so restrained by the duty, that they would 
rield but little, if any, revenue? Why is it? 
aes we find that a duty of thirty per cent. upon 
some articles give us, a large revenue, while we 
find that a.duty of twenty or ten per cent. upon 
other articles gives us comparatively no revenue. 
Then why does the gentleman propose to take 


all the articles to which I have referred, and put | SON.] 


them all under the same rate of duty? Hasit not 
occurred to him that that duty upon some articles 
which would yield a revenue, would be prohibit- 
ory upon others? You cannot justly carry out a 
horizontal scale of duty. 

The remark of the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia this morning, and the report of the majority 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, both pro- 
ceed upon the assumption that, whenever you 
discriminate you do so for protection. They tell 
us that the tariff of 1846 was eminently protective; 
that the amendment proposed by the minority of 
the Committee of Ways and Means is protective; 
and they give as the only reason for that asser- 
tion, that they discriminate in their duties upon 
imports, putting some at one rate, and some at 
another. The fallacy of that reasoning is to be 
found in the fact that some articles of import will 
bear, for strictly revenue purposes, higher duties 
than others; and the truth of my proposition is 
fully established in the operation of the act of 1846. 
Discrimination may as well be for revenue as it 
may be for protection; so.that the mere fact that 
a discrimination between imports is found ina 
tariff bill, is no argument that the discrimination 
was made for protection; it may have been made 
for revenue. 

The bill of the minority, as well as the law of 
1846, has many schedules, paying different rates 
of duty. That is not objectionable to me, unless 
I believe the discrimination was made for protec- 
tion; and if so made, I would condemn the act. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Camp- 
BELL] said that the law of 1842 was more pro- 
tective in its provisions than the law of 1346; 
that is very true; and that the law of 1846 yields 
a much larger revenue than did the law of 1842; 
that is also very true; and the reason is appa- 
rent to one who has examined the subject, for as 
you advance the scale of duties above the point 
of revenue, you diminish revenue; as you increase 
theamount of tax above its revenue standard, you 
thereby, to some extent, depenties upon the 
point to which you carry the duty,) exclude im- 
portations, and, as a natural consequence, you 
diminish the revenue. 


But the gentleman argues, from the factthat the 
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law of 1846 yields more revenue than did the law | 


of 1842, that therefore the reduction in the rate | 
of duty from those in the law of 1846 would ne- | 
cessarily also increase the revenue. That does | 
not necessarily follow; for if you can find the rev- 


enue point of an artiele, you may carry the duty | 


up or down from that point, and diminish the 
revenue. 
tion from that point, will diminish revenue, though 

for different reasons—one because of its restrain- | 
ing influence upon importation, and the other from 
the fact that it diminishes the rate of duty toa 
point so far below the revenue point, that the 
demands of consumption will not sufficiently in- 


} 
| 
} 


crease importations to supply the diminution | 


caused by the reduction of duty. 

1 admit that importations will increase if you | 
| you continue to reduce duties, until the consump- 
| tion of the country is supplied; and while I do 
| 
| 


not wish to injure the manufacturing interests, yet || 
1 will never give a vote in this House which as- || 
sumes, as scems to be assumed by some gentlemen || 
| here, that you are compelled to keep up the duty | 
for fear the country will be overrun with foreign | 








articles. In other words, they seem to feel it their 
duty to put a high tax upon imports, thereby 


you make a small amount cost as much as a large 
will be compelled to buy less, for they cannot pay 


for it, 
commerce as much as we can. 





no further. I propose to relieve the interests of 


and unjust. And as such, while I shall vote to 





look to the interests of the consumer. 
Mr. MACE called for tellers. 
Tellers were not ordered. 


| The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. LETCHER. 


1 believe the Chair has de- 


pending proposition of my colleague, [Mr. Mi.- 


greatly increasing their cost to the people, for fear | 
they may eat and wear too much; for fear of this | 


| 
A material departure in either direc- | 


| 
' 


amount; and then the poorer class of consumers | 


I propose to remove the shackles from | 
We will only tax | 
so far as may be necessary for proper revenue— | 


GLOBE. 





reduce the duty, and they will keep increasing as ] 





| o - * 
the country of a tax which, at best, is unequal | 


readjust our taxes upon imports, in doing so I will | 


cided that amendments may be offered to the | 


| propose, then, to strike out from his | 


proposition all after the words ‘July next,’’ and | 


insert what | send to the Clerk’s table. 
The amendment'is as follows: 
There shall be a reduction of twenty per centum on 


the rates of duty imposed by the act €ntitled “ An act re- | 


ducing the duty on imports, and for other purposes,’ ap- 
proved July thirtieth, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
six, on the goods, wares, and merchandise, imported from 


foreign countries, énumerated and provided for ia Schedules | 


A, B, C, D, E, F, G, and H, and also those provided for in 
the third section of said act, except as hereinafter provided. 
100 40 30 25 QW 15 10 5S Free 
youg "op ap Pp en 1 
So's) S64. 990". 3 19 "BS a Pee 
Sec. 2..4nd beit further enacted, That the manufactures 


and articles of silk, or of which silk shall be a component | 


inaterial, “hot otherwise provided for, shall be transferred to 


Schedule C; that the manufactures and articles of flax, or | 


of which flax shall be a component 


to Schedule D ; that wool, unmanufactured, shall be trans- 
ferred to Schedule G ; that flax unmanufactured, silk raw, 
with or without the gum, imported in the condition in which 
it comes from the cocoon, not being doubled, twisted, or 


advanced in manufactures in any way ; jute, manilta, and | 
sisal grass, coir, and other vegetable substances, unmanu- | 


factured, not otherwise provided for; lac spirits, lac sul- 
|| phur, lampblack, titharge, Prassian blue ; articles not in 


crude state, used in dyeing or tanning, not otherwise pro- | 


vided tor; brimstone, crude, in bulk; cream of-tartar ; ex- 


ial, not otherwise | 
provided for, and blankets of all kinds, shall be transferred | 
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ed from foreign countries on and after the first day o 
uly aforesivid, in ships or vessels not of the United States: 
Provided, That neither the duty of ten per centum ad valo- 
rem, nor the addition of ten per centam to the rates of duty 
aforesaid, shall be imposed on any goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise imported on and after the first of July aforesaid, 
in any ships or vessels not of the United States, entitled by 
treaty, or by any act or acts of Congress, to be exempt from 
discriiminating duties, tonnage, and other charges. 

Sec. 4. Ind be it further enacted, That all goods, wures, 
and merchandise which shall be imported from foreign coun- 
tries after the passage of this act, and be in the public stores 
on the first day of July aforesaid, shall be subject, on entry 
thereof for consumption, to no other duty than if the same 
had been imported, respectively, after that day. 

Sec. 5. nd be it’ further enacted, That on the entry of 
any Ss, Wares, and merchandise imported on and after 
the first day of July aforesaid, the decision of the collector 
of the customs at the port of importation and entry, as to 
their liability to duty or exemption therefrom, shall be final 
and conclusive against the owner, iinporter, consignee, or 
agent of any such goods, wares, and merchandise, unless 
the owner, importer, consignee, or agent shall, within ten 
days after such entry, give notice to the collector, in writ- 


'| ing, of his dissatisfaction with such decision, setting forth 


therein distinctly and specifically his grounds of objection 
thereto; and shall, within thirty days atter the date of such 
decision, appeal therefrom to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
whose decision on such appeal shall be final and conclu- 
sive ; and the said goods, wares, and merchandise shall be 
liable to duty or exempted therefrom accordingly, any act 
of Congress to the contrary notwithstanding, untess suit 
shall be brought within thirty days efter such decision for 
| any duties that may have been paid, or may thereafter be 
paid, on said goods, or within thirty days after the duties 
a have been paid in cases where such goods shall be in 
ond. 

Suc. 6. And be it further enacted, That on and after the 
first day of July aforesaid, all provisions of existing laws 
which impose other rates of duty on imports than are lin- 
posed by this act, shall be inoperative and void. 


Schedule 4—100 per centum ad valorem reduced to 80. 


Brandy and other spirits distilled from grain, or other 
materials; cordials, absynthe, arrack, curacoa, kirschen~- 
wasser, liqueurs, maraschino, ratafia, and all other spirit- 
uous beverages of a similar character. 

Schedule B—40 per centwm ad valorein down to 32. 


Alabaster and spar ornaments; almonds; anchovies, sar- 


dines, and all other fish preserved in oil ; camphor, refined ; 


cassia ; cloves ; composition tops for tables or other articles 
of furniture ; comfits, sweetmeats, or fruit preserved in 
sugar, brandy, or molasses ; currants; dates; figs; ginger 
reo& dried or green ; glass, cut; mace; menufacturers of 
cedar wood, granaditla, ebony, mahogany, rosewood, and 
satin wood; nutmegs; pimento; prepared vegetables, 
| meats, poultry, and game, sealed or inclosed in caus or 
otherwise ; prunes; raisins; scagliola tops for tables or 
other articles of furniture ; cigars, snuff, paper cigars, and 
all other manufactures of tobacco; wines — Burgundy, 
Champagne, Claret, Madeira, Port, Sherry, and ali other 
wines and imitations of wines. ‘ 


Schedule C—30 per centumn ad valorem down to 24, 


Ale, beer, and porter, in casks, or bottles; Argantine, al- 
bata, or German silver, Manufactured or unmanulactured ; 
articles embroidered with gold, silver, or other metal; arti- 
cles worn by men, women, or children, of whatever ma- 
terial composed, made up, or made wholly or in part by 
| hand; asses’ skins ; balsams, cosmetics, essences, exiracts, 
|| pastes, perfumes, and cinctures, used either for the coilet ar 
|; for medicinal purposes ; baskets, and all other artic'es com- 
|| posed of grass, osier, palmicaf, straw, whalebone, or wil- 
|| low, not otherwise provided for; bay rum ; beads of amber, 
|| composition, or wax, and all other beads; benzoates; Bo- 
| 
| 





logna sausages ; bracele:s, braids, chains, curls, or ringlets 
composed of hair, or of which hair iz a component part; 
braces, suspenders, webbing, or other fabrics, coinposed 
wholly or in part of India-cubber, not otherwise provided 
for; brooms and brushes of all kinds; cameos, real aud 
imitation, and mosaics, real and imitation, when set in 
gold silver, or other metal; canes and sticks for walkin 
nished or unfinished; capers, pickles, and sauces of all 
kinds, not otherwise provided for, caps, bats, muffs, apd 
tippets of fur, and all other manutactures of fur, or of 
which fur shail be a component mate,ial; caps, gloves, 
|| leggings, mits, socks, stockings, wove shirts 2nd drawers, 
| and all similar aucles made on frames, worn by men 
women, or children, and not otherwise provided for; car 
cases, pocket books, shell boxes, souvenirs, and all similar 


tracts of indigo, extracts and decoctions of logwood and || articles, of whatev.« :naterial composed; carpets, carpet- 


other dyewoods, not otherwise provided for; extract of | 
madder, barilla, cudbear, bleaching powder or chloride of | 


lime, indigo, cochineal, woad or pastel ; aeids, acetic, ben- 


zoic, boracic, citric, muriatic, white and yellow, nitric, ox- | 


alic, pyroligneous, and tartaric, and all other acids of every 
description used for chemical, medicinal, or manufacturing 
purposes, not otherwise provided for, be transferred to 
Schedule H. 


And that sait of all kinds, berries, nuts, 


flowers, plants, and vegetables, used exclusively in dyeing 


orin composing dyes; but no article shal! be classed as such | 
that has undergone any manufacture; Peruvian bark, Bra- 


zil wood, brazilletto, and all other dyewoods in sticks; 


burr stones, wrought or unwrought ; codilla, or tow of hemp 


or flax; fruits and vegetables, green or ripe, not otherwise 


provided for ; garden seeds, and all other seeds for agri- | 
cultural, horticultural, medicinal, and manufacturing pur- | 
poses, not otherwise provided for; bolting-cloths ; madder- | 


| root, madder, ground or prepared ; ice ; animals of all kinds 
—be transferred to Schedule I. 


Sec. 3. And beit further enacted, That on and after the | 
first day of July, 1857, there shall be levied, collected, and | 
paid on all goods, wares, and merchandise: mentioned in | 
Schedule [, imported trom foreign countries in ships or ves- | 


sels not of the United States, a duty of ten per centum ad 
valorem ; and an addition of ten per centum shall be made 
to the rates of duty imposed by this act in respect to all mer- 
chandise not mentioned in Schedule I, which shall be im- 


ing, hearth rags, bedsides, and other portions of carpeting, 
being either Aubusson, Brussels, ingrain, Saxony, ‘Turkey 
|| Venetian, Wilton, or any otker similar fabric ; carriages and 
|| parts of carriages; Cayenne pepper; cheese ; cinnanron ; 
clocks and parts of cfoc'ts ; clothing, ready made, and wear- 
ing apparel of every description, of whatever material com- 
posed, made up or manatactured wholly or in part by the 
\| tailor, seamstress, or manufacturer ; coach and harness fur- 
|| niture of all kinds; coal; coke and culm of coal; combs 
|| of all kinds ; compositions of glass or paste, when set; con- 
|| fectionary of all kinds, not o.ierwise provided for; coral, 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


cut or manufactured ; corks ; cotton cords, gimnps, and gal- 
loons; courtplaster; crayons of all kinds; cuviery of all 
kinds ; diamonds, gems, pearls, rubies, and other precious 
stones, and imitations of precious stones, when set ia gold, 
silver, or other metal; dolls, and toys of all kinds; € wthen, 
China and stone ware, and all other wares composed of 

earthy and mineral substances, not otherwise provia -d for ; 
epaulets, galloons, laces, knots, stars, tassels, tresres und 
|| Wings of gold, silver, or other metal; fans and fire-s_reens 
of every description, of whatever material composed ; fea- 
thers and flowers, artificial or ommamental, aid parts there- 
of, of whatever material composed ; fire-crackers ; flats, 
braids, plaits, sparterre and willow squares, used for making 
|| hats or bonnets; frames and sticks for umbrellas, parasols, 
|} and sunshades, finished or unfinished ; furniture, cabinet 
+ and household; ginger, ground; glass, colored, stained, or 





ber 
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painted ; glaxs crystals for watches; glass or pebbles for | 


epectactes ; glass tuinblets, plain, molded, or pressed, not 
cut or punted ; paintings on glass; porcelain glass ; grapes ; 
gum benzo or Benjamin; hair pencils ; hat bodies of cot- 
ton; hats and bonnets, for men, women, and children, 
composed of straw, satin straw, chip, grass, palmleaf, wil 

low, or any other vegetable substance, or of hair, whale - 
bone, or other material, not otherwise provided for; hemp, 
unmannfacturcd; honey; human hair, cleansed or pre 

pared for use; ink and ink powder; iron, in bars, bloom, 
bolts, loops, pigs, rods, slabs, or other ferm, not otherwise 
provided for; castings of iron; old or scrap iron; vessels 
of cast-iron; japanned ware of all kinds, not otherwise 
provided for; jewelry, real or imitation ; jet and manufac- 
tures of jet, and imitations thereof; lead pencils; tmacca- 
roni, vermicelli, gelatine, jellies, and all similar prepara 

tions; manufactures of the bark of the cork tree, except 
corks; manufactures of bone, shell, horn, pearl, ivory, or 
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+) 


vegetable ivory ; manufactures, articles, vessels, and wares, || 


not otherwise provided for, of brass, copper, gold, iron, 
lead, pewter, platina, silver, tin, or other metal, or of which 
either of those metals or any other metal shall be the com- 


ay material of chief value; manufactures of cotton, | 


inen, silk, wool, or worsted, if embroidered or tamboured 
in the loom or otherwise, by machinery, or with the needic 
or other process ; manufactures, articles, vessels, and 
wares, of ginss, or of which glass shall be a component 
material, pot Otherwise provided for; manufactures and 
articles of leather, or of which leather shall be a compo 

nent part, not otherwise provided for; manufactures and 
articles of marble, marble paving tiles, and all other marble 
more advanced in manufacture than in slabs or blocks in 
the rough ; manufactures of paper, or of which paper is a 
component material, not otherwise provided for; manafac 
tures, articles, and wares of papier-mache ; manufactures 
and articles of silk, or of which silk shall be a component 
material, not otherwise provided for; manufactures of 
wood, or of which wood is a component part, not other 
wise provided for; manufactures of wool, or of which wool 
shail be the component material of chief valuc, not other 

wise provided for; medicinal preparations, not otherwise 
provided for; metallic pens; mineral waters ; molasses ; 
muskets, rifles, and other fire-arms; nuts, not otherwise 
provided for; ochres and ochrey carths, used in the com 

position of painters’ colors, whether dry or ground in oil; 
oil-cloth of every description, of Whatever material com 

posed; Oils, volatile, essential, or expressed, and not other- 
wise provided for; olive oil in casks, other than salad oil ; 
olive salad oil, and all other olive oil, not otherwise pro 

vided for; olives; paper, antiquarian, demy, drawing, ele 

phat, foolscap, imperial, letter, and all other paper not 
otherwise provided for; paper boxes and ali other fancy 
boxes; paper envelopes ; parasols and sunshades: parch 

ment; pepper; plated and gilt ware of all Kinds; playing 
cards; plums; potatoes ; red chalk pencils; saddlery of all 
kinds, not otherwise providcd for ; salmon, preserved ; seal 
ing Wax; sewing silks, in the gum or purified; shoes com- 
posed wholly of Iudia-rubber ; side-arms of every descrip 
tion; suk twist, and twist composed of silk and mohair; 
silver-plated metal, in sheets or other form ; soap, Castile, 
perfumed, Windsor, and all other kinds ; sugar of ali kinds ; 
sirup of sugar, tobacco, nnmanulactured; twines and 
pack thread, of whatever material composed; umbreilas; 
vellum; Vineyar; wafers; water colors; wood unamanu 
factured, not otherwise provided for, and fire-wood. 


Schedule D—25 per centum ad valorem down to 29. 

All articles woven from combed wool and imported in the 
raw state to be dyed, printed, and finished in this country ; 
blankets of all Kinds; borax or tinetal; Burgundy piteli ; 
buttons and button molds of all kinds; baizes, bockings, 
flannels, and floor-cloths, of whatever material composed, 
not otherwise provided for; cables and cordage, tarred or 
untarred; calome), and all other mercurial preparations ; 
camphor, crude; cotton lace , colton insertings, cotton 
trimiming laces, cottou laces aud braids ; floss silks, feather 
beds, feathers foMoeds, and downs of all kinds; grass-cloth ; 
hair-cloth, hair seating, and all other manufactures of hair, 
not otherwise provided for; manufactures composed wholly 
of cotton, not otherwise previded for; manufactures and 
articles of flax, or of which flax shail be a component mate- 
rial, not otherwise’ provided for; manufactures of goats’ 
hair or mohair, or of which goats’ hair or mohair shall be a 
component material, not otherwise provided for; manu 
factures of worsted, or of which worsted shall be a com 


| skin; gamboge ; glue; green turtle; gunny cloth; gunpow- 


der; hair, curled, moss, sea-weed, dnd all other vegetable 
substances used for beds or mattresses; hams; hats of 
wool; hat bodice made of wool, or of which wool shall be 
a component material of chief value; hatters’ plush, coin 

posed of silk and cotton, but of which cotton is the com 

ponent material of chief value ; hemp seed or linseed, and 
rapeseed oil, and all other oils used in painting; Indian 
corn and corn meal; ipecacuanha; iridiuin; itis or orris 
root: iron liquor; ivory or boneblack ; jalap; juniper ber- 
ries; lard; leather, tanned, bend, or sole; feather, upper, 
of all kinds; lead, in pigs, bars,.or sheets; leaden pipes; 
leaden shot; leeches; linens of all kinds; liquorice paste, 
juice, or root; malt; manganese; manna; manulactures 
of hemp, not otherwise provided for; marble, in the rough, 
slab, or block, unmanufactured ; marine coral, unmanufac- 
tured; medicinal drugs, roots, and leaves, in a crude state, 
not otherwise provided for; metals, Dutch and bronze, in 
leaf; metals, unmanufactured, not otherwise provided for; 
mineral and bituminous substances, in a crude state, not 
otherwise provided for; musical instruments of all kinds, 
and strings for musical instruments of whip gut or catgut, 
and all other strings of the same material ; needies of all 
kinds, tor sewing, darning, or knitting ; nitrate of lead ; oats 
and oatmeal ; oils—neatsfoot and other animal oil, sperm- 
aceti, whale, and other fish oil, the produce of foreign fish- 
erics; Opium; oranges, lemons, and limes; orange and 
lemon pecl; osier or willow, prepared for basket makers’ 


| black ; lastings, suitable for shoes, boots, bootees, or | iho 


use ; patent mordant; paints, dry or ground in oil, not other- | 


wise provided for; paper hangings, and paper for screens 
or fire-boards; paving-stones ; paving and roofing tiles and 
bricks; pearl or hulled bariey ; periodicals and other works 
in course of printing and republication in the United States ; 
pineapples ; pitch; plantains ; plaster of Paris, when ground; 
plumbago; pork; potassium; pumpkins; putty, quicksil- 


, ver; quills; redchalk; rhubarb; rice,or paddy; roll brim- 


p@nent material, not otherwise provided for; matting, China, | 


and other floor matting and mats, made of flags, jute, or 
grass; roofing slates, and slates other than roofing slates; 


silk, chain, and worsted filling; woolen and worsted yarn. 


Schedule E—20 per centum ad ralorem down to 16. 


Acids—acetous, chromic, and all other acids of every de- 
scription used in the fine arts; aloes; alum; amber; am- 
bergris; Angora, Thibet, aad other goats’ hair or mohair, 
unmanulactured ; anise sécd; animal carbon; antimony, 
crude and regulus of; agrow root; asafertida; bacon; ba- 
nanas; barley ; beef; beeswax ; berries, vegetables, flowers, 
and barks, not otherwise provided for; bisinuth; bitter 
apples; blank-books, bound or uabound, (see periodicals ;) 
blue or Roman vitriol, or sulphate of copper; boards, planks, 
Slaves, laths, scantling, spars, hewn and sawed timber, and 
timber to be used in building wharves; boucho jeaves; 
breccia ; browae liquor ; brouze powder ; butter; cadmium ; 
ealomine; cantharides; caps, gioves, leggings, mits, socks, 
stéckings, Wove shirts and drawers, made on frames, com- 
posed wholly of cotton, worn by men, women, and chil- 
dren; cassia buds; castor oil; castorum; cedar wood, 
ebony, granadiiia, mahogany, rosewood, and satin wood, 


uamanufaciured ; chocolate ; chromate of lead; chromate, | 


bichromate, hydriedate, and prussiate of potash; cobalt; 
coceanuts; coculus indicus; copperas or geeen vitriol, or 
sulphate of iron ; copper rods, bolts, nails, and spikes; cop- 
per bottems; cepper, in sheets or plates, called braziers’ 


copper, and other sheets of copper, not otherwise provided | 


for; cubebs; dried pulp; emery; ether ; feldspar; fig blue ; 
fish, foreign, whether fresh, smoked, salted, dried or pickled, 
not otherwise provided for; fish glue, or isingiass; fish 
ékins; fourof sulphur; Frankfort black ; French chalk ; 


fulminates, or fulainaung powders; furs, dressed on the | 


stone; Koman cement; rye and rye flour; saddlery, com- 
mon, tinned, or japanned; satiron and saffron_cake ; sago; 
sal soda, and all carbonates of soda, by whatever names 
designated, not otherwise provided for ; salts—Epsom, giau- 
ber, Rochelle, and all other salts and preparations of salts, 
not otherwise provided for; sarsaparilla; seppia; shad 
docks; sheathing paper; skins, tanned and dressed, of all 
kinds; skins of all kinds, not otherwise provided for; slate 
turpentine ; spouges ; spunk ; squills ; starch ; stcarine can- 
dies and tapers; steel, not otherwise provided for; sterco- 
type plates; still bottoms; sulphate of barytes, crude or 
refined; sulphate of quinine; tallow candles; tapioca; 
tar; thread laces and insertings; type metal; types, new 
orold; vanilla beans; verdigris; velvet, in the piece, com- 


vencils; smalt<; spermaceti candies and tapers; spirits of 
I } 


posed wholly of cotton; velvet, in the piece, composed of 


cotton and silk, but of which cotton is the component ma 
terial of chief value; vermilion; wax candles and tapers ; 
whalebone, the produce of forcign fisheries; wheat and 
wheat flour; white and red lead; whiting, or Paris white ; 
white vitriol, or sulphate of zinc; window glass, crown, 
polished or unpolished—cylinder, polished or unpolished, 
ground, enameled, or obscured—plate glass, polished, rough, 
rolled, or fluted ; woolen listings; yams. . 


Schedule F—15 per centum ad valorem ‘own to 12. 
Arsenie ; 
unmanutactured ; diamonds, glaziers’, set or not sect; drag 
on’s blood; gold and silver leaf; mineral kermes ; steel, 
in bars, cast, sheer, or German ; ‘T'erne tin plates ; tin foil; 
tin, in plates or shects; tin piates, galvanized, not other- 
wise provided for; zine, spelter, or teutenegue, in sheéts. 


Schedule G—10 per centum ad valorem down to 8. 


Ammonia; annatto, Rancon or Orleans ; books printed, 
magazines, pampliets, periodicals, and illustrated 1ewspa- 
pers, bound or unbound, not otherwise provided for ; build- 
ing stones; cameos and mosaics, and imitations thercof 
not set; chronomeiers, box or slips’, and parts thereor; 
cocoa: cocoa shells; compositions of glass or paste, not 


set; diamonds, gems, pearls, rubies, and other precious 


stones, and imitations thereof, when not set; engravings 
or plates, bound or unbound ; hempseed and rapeseed ; 
fullers’ earth ; ameiaters’, dressed or undressed, not on 
the skin; furs, un ssed, when on the skin; goidbeaters’ 


bark, Quilla; Brazil paste; cork-tree bark, 


skins; gum Arabic and gum Sencgal; gum tragacanth ; | 


gum Barbary; gum East India; gum Jedda ; gum substi- 
tute, or burnt starch; hair of all Kinds, uncleaned and un- 
manufactured; India rubber, in bottles, slabs, or sheets, 
unmanuiactured; kelp; lemon and lime juice; lime; 
maps and charts; music and music paper, with lines, 
bound or unbound; natron; nux vomica; oils, palm and 
cocoanut; orpiment; paim leaf, unmanufactured ; polish- 
ing stones; pumice and pumice stones ; ratans and reeds, 
unmanufactured ; rotten stone; sal ammonia; saltpetre, 
(or nitrate of soda, Or potash,) refined or partially refined ; 
soda ash; sulphuric acid, or oil of vitriol; tallow, mar 
row, and all other grease and soap stocks and soap stufis, 
not etacrwise provided for; terra japonica, or catechu ; 


waiches and parts of watches ; watch materiais of all kinds, | 


not otherwise provided for ; wool, unmanufactured. 


Schedule H—5 per centum ad ralorem down to 4. 
Acids—acetic, benzoic, boracic, citric, muriatic, white 
and yellow, nitric, oxalic, pyroligneous and tartaric, and 
all other acids of every description, used for chemical, 
medicinal, or manulacturing purposes, not otherwise pro- 
vided for; alcornoque ; argol, or crude tartar; articles, not 
in a crude state, used in dyeing or tanning, not otherwise 


provided for; barilla; bells, when old, or bell metal, fitonly * 
|} to be remanufactured; bleaching powder, or chloride of 


lime ; brimstone, crude, in bulk; bristles ; chalk, not other- 


» 
wise provided for ; clay, unwrought; cochineal; copper in 
pigs or bars; copper, when old, and fit only to be reman- 
ufactured ; cream of tartar; cudbear; extracts of indigo ; 
extracts and detections of logwood and other dye-woods, 
not otherwise provided tor; extract of madder; flax, ua- 
manufactured ; flints 5 grindstoncs, wrought or unwrought ; 
horns, born-tips, bones, bone-tips, and teeth, unmanutac- 


tured ; indigo; ivory, uumanufactured ; ivory nuts, or vege- | 


table ivory ; Jute, Manilla, aad Sisal grass, coir and other 


vegetable sdbstances, unimannuiactured, not otherwise pro- | | 
vided for; kermes ; lac dyes lac spiiiis ; Jac sulphur; lamip- /: 
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exclusively ; litharge; manufactures of mohatr élor 
twist, or other manufacture of clot suitable for the man’ 
utacture of shoes, boots, bootees, or buttons, exclusively; 
nickel; nut-galls ; pearl, mother of; pewter, wheu old. and 
fit only tobe remanufactured ; Prussian blue ; rags, of y hat. 
ever mat@rial ; raw hides and skins of all kinds, Whether 
dried, salted, or pickled, not otherwise provided for ; ga. 
tlower ; salipetre, or nitrate of soda, or potash, when crude ; 
seedlac, shicllac; silk, raw, with or without the gum, im,’ 
ported in the condition in which it comes from the cocoon 

not being doubled, twisted, or advaneed in manufactitres in 
any Way 3 sumac ; tin, in pigs, bars, or blocks ; tortoise anq 
other shells, unmanulactured ; turmeric ; waste, or shoddy 

weld; woad, or pastel; zine, spelter, or teulenegne, up- 
manufactured, not otherwise provided for. , 


h, silk 


Schedule I—I-xempt from duty. 


All books, maps, charts, mathematical, nautical insty. 
ments, philosophical apparatus, and all other articles what- 
ever, imported for the use of the United States ; all phiio- 
sophical apparatus, instruments, books, maps, and charts: 
staives, statuary, busts and casts, of marbie, bronze, ala. 
baster, or plaster of Paris ; paiutings, drawings, etchings 
speciinens of sculpture ; cabinets of coins, medals, gems’ 
and all collections of antiquities: Provided, The same be 
specially imported in good iaith for the use of any society 
incorporated or established tor philosophical or literary pur- 
poses, Or for the encouragement of the fine parts, or tor the 
usc or by the order of any college, academy, school, of 
seminary of learning in the United States } animals of all 
kinds; bark, Peruvian; berries, nuts, flowers, plants, and 
vegetables, used exclusively in dycing, or in composing 
dyes; but no article shall be classed as such that has under. 
gone any manufacture; bolting cloths; books, maps, and 
charts imported by authority of the Joint Library Committee 
of Congress for the use of the Library of Congress: Pro. 
vided, ‘That if mm any case, a contract shall have been made 
with any bookselier, importer, or other person for books, 
maps, or charts, in which contract the bookseller, importer, 
or other person agoresaid shall have paid the duty, or in- 
cluded the duty in said contract, in such case the duty shall 
not be remitted ; Brazil wood, brazilletto, and all other dye- 
woods in sticks; bullion, gold and silver; burr-stones, 
wrought or unwrought; cabinets of coins, medals, and other 
collections of antiquities ; codilla, or tow of hemp or flax; 
cotlee aud tea, when imported direct from the place of their 
growth or production in American vessels, or ifMforcign ves- 


| sels entitled by reciprocal treaties to be exempt from dis- 


criminating duties, tonnage, and other charees ; coffee, the 
growth or production of the possessions of the Netherlands, 
inported from the Netherlands in the same manner; coins, 
gold, silver, and copper; copper ore; copper, which iin 
ported for the United States Mint; cotton ; felt, adhesive, 
for sheeting vessels; flax secd ; fruits and vegetables, green 
or ripe, not otherwise provided for; garden seeds and all other 
seeds for agricultural, horticultural, medicinal, and manu- 


; faciuring purposes, not otlierwise provided for; goods, wares 


r3g 
and merchandise, the growth, produce, or manufacture of 


the United States, exported to a foreign country and brought 
back to the United States in the same condition as when 
exported, upon which no drawback or bounty has been 
allowed: Provided, That all regulations to ascertain the 
identity thereof, prescribed by existing laws, or which may 
be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasnry, shall be 
complied with; guano; household cffeets, old and in use, 
of persons or fannlies from foreigu counties, it used abroad 
by thein, and not intended for any othey person or persons, 
or for sale; tee; junk, old; madder, ground or prepared; 
madder root ; models of invention and other improvements 


| inthe arts: Provided, That no axticle or articles shail be 


deemed a model or improvement which can be fitted for use; 
oakum ; oi], spermaceti, whale, and other fish, of Arncrican 
fisheries, and all other articles the produce of such fisheries ; 
paiptings and statuary, the productions of American artists 
residing abroad, and all other paintings and statuary: Pro- 
vided, The same be imported in good faith as objects of 
taste, and not of merchandise ; personal and household 
effects (not merchandise) of citizens of the United States 
dying abroad ; plaster of Paris, unground ; platina, unman- 
ulactured 5 sait ofall kinds; sheating copper; but no cop- 
per to he considered such, and admitted free, execpt in 
sheets of forty-cight inches long and fourteen inches wide, 
and weighing from fourteen to thirty-four eunces the square 
foot ; sheating metal ; specinsens of natural history, min- 
eralogy, or botany; trecs, shrubs, bulbs, plants, and roots, 
not otherwise provided for ; wearing apparel in actual use, 
and other personal effects, (not merchundise,) professional 


| books, implements, instruments, and tools of trade, occu- 


pation, or employment, of persons arriving in the United 
States: Provided, That this exemption shal) not be construed 
to include machinery or other articles imported jor use in 
any manufactitring establisliment, or for sale. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the 
ist day of July, 1857, there shall be bevicd, collected, and 
paid on all goods,-wares, and merchandise, imported trom 
foreigi countries, and not especially provided for in this act, 
a duty of sixteon per centum ad valorem. 

Mr. LETCHER. I can, perhaps, explaurmy 
amendment more satisfactorily to the committee 
than it could be understood by reading. The 
amendment of my colleague begins: ‘* that from 
and after the first of July next.”” 1 pepposs to in- 
sert my amendment after that point, beginniig 

¢ d * noes , 
** there shall be a reduction of twenty per cent., 
as an ameridment to that amendment. I have 
made some changes in the printed amendment 
which I offered, to which I wish to call the atten- 


tion of the committee, in order that they may be 
understood. ; 


In schedule D, page 14, I insert as linc two hun- 


dred and twenty-seven and a half aud on, the fol- 


lowing: * all articles weven from combed wool, 
and imported in the raw state, to be dyed, printed, 
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and finished in this country.”’ In the same sched- 
ule I insert as line two hundred and fifty-five and 
a half the words, ‘‘ silk chain and worsted filling.” 
In page 18, line three hundred and twenty-two, 
strike out the word ‘* flaxseed,”’ and insert it in 
schedule I, page 31. In page 23, line four hun- 
dred and fifty-four, strike out the words, ‘* win- 
dow-glass, broad, crown, or cylinder,’’ and insert 
the words, ‘* window-glass, crown, polished or 
unpolished ; cylinder, ee or unpolished, 

round, enameled, or obscured; plate-glass, pol- 
ished, rough, rolled, or fluted;”’ and in page 25, 
line four hundred and eighty-nine, strike out the 


word ** linseed.”’ 
I have made this change, which is the only 
| 





important one, for this reason: In the year 1856, 
there were imported into this country five hun- 
dred thousand bags of flaxseed, containing four 
bushels to the bag, on which a duty of twenty 
yer cent., under ther existing tariff of 1846, was 
evied. This importation is for the purpose of 
manufacturing linseed oil. Everybody who knows 
anything at all upon the subject, knows that out 
of the importation of flaxseed, only about one 
fourth, or twenty-five per cent., is manufactured 
into oil, while the remaining three fourths, or 
seventy-five per cent., is made into ailcake, and 
exported to ngland as an article to be consumed 
by their em there being no market for 
it here. Therefore, when you levy a duty of 
twenty per cent. on it, and only a quarter of the 
article is expressed into oil, you are in fact levy- 
ing a duty equivalent to eighty per cent. The 
English Government admits flaxseed free, and || 
that Government is a competitor in the market || 
for the acquisition of flaxseed. The oil goes into || 
consumption in all portions of the country for the || 
protection of timber of every species against | 
weather and destruction. That is my reason for || 
inserting these articles of linseed and flaxseed in 
the free list. The reason was satisfactory to my 
own mind, and I have, therefore, made those || 
changes. 

There is one other change in line four hundred 
and fifty-four, in reference to glass. I put it in 
in these express terms because of the fact that 
under the existing tariff law of 1846 importation 
of glass in the city of New Orleans is taxed with 
one rate of duty, while importations of the same 
in New York are taxed with a different rate of 
duty. This amendment is merely descriptive, 
and to avoid, in future, inequalities and the neces- 
sity which drives importers into the courts of the || 
country for reliefagainst the collection of improper 
taxes. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. [ am opposed to || 
the amendment of the gentleman from Fearinla.: 
In reference to what he said about flaxseed, that 
is an agricultural production of growing import- || 
ance te his State and to the Northwest. It is || 
manufactured there under disadvantages, to some | 
extent, in the competition with the manufacturers || 
of the sea-board. If flax were admitted free of || 
duty, the manufacturers of the sea-board would || 
have the advantage of the freight between the |. 
sea-board and the interior, where the oil is manu- 
factured, and then the advantage of the freight on 
he oil between the interior and the sea-board for | 








| 
| 
| 














exportation. For some reason unknown to the || 
committee, our farmers do not consume the cake |, 


in feeding stock as the English agriculturists 
and stock growers do. If, therefore, we put the | 
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| another form, between the recommendation of the 


| CAMPBELL,] who spate first in the debate, com- || 
| plained that the effort was to increase importa- || thissubject. The committee know that | occupy 


|| proposition would encourage importation, be- 
iH 


|| ation of this protective system. 


TAT 


tured.’’ If the amendment of the gentleman from } the protection heretofore given to manufactures, 
Ohio passes as it was originally reported, it must, |! and that, too, when the public voice seems to de- 
in my judgment, result in defrauding the Govern- '| mand a reduction of these protective duties. 
ment of its revenue, and to the great injury of the || Mr, CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I call for tellers 
blast furnaces of the country. Nothing is easier || upon the amendment of the gentleman from Penn- 
in the world than to make iron look old. Ali |} sylvania. 

familiar with the manufacture of iron know that || Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Fav.xner 
it can be drawn from the furnaces in all shapes, || and Mi.twarp were appointed. 

and in no shape atall; that blooms can be broken The committee dived; and the tellers reported 
up,and that during their passage over a few buck- || —ayee 87, noes 49. 

ets of salt water will make them look very ancient || So the amendment was agreed to. 

and worn out. || The CHAIRMAN vatettea question to be on 
_ But gentlemen may exclaim that the discrim- || the amendment as amended. 

ination and intelligence of the custom-house offi- Mr. BOCOCK. Under the decision ofthe Chair, 
cers would protectit. Wecannotrely upon that; || the committee cannot perfect the original bill. 
for I remember very well that under the tariff of || The question comes up now, first on the substi- 
1842, what was called ‘* sprues,’’ which was mere || tute of the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
dross, was admitted free of duty, for the purpose, || Boyce,) and then on the other substitutes. If 
[ suppose, of using it as ballast; butit isa histor- || we adopt this proposition as amended, then it will 
ical fact that some enterprising Boston merchant | 


be too late to amend either substitute. 
brought in a large amount of what appeared to The CHAIRMAN, That is not the fault of 
be that article as ballast, when it turned out to be 


the Chair, nor of the statement of the Chair. 

good iron. The effect of the proposition of the || Mr. BOCOCK. The Chair stated the question 
gentleman from Ohio would be really to admit free.|| to be on the amendment as amended. To that I 
of duty all kinds of cast iron, and every species || takeexception. 1 say the question is first onthe 
of wrought iron in naked bars. || substitute of the gentleman from South Carolina, 

Mr. MILLSON. Mr. Chairman, the gentle- || and then on the substitute to that offered by the 
man from Pennsylvania, if I understand him, || gentleman from Ohio. 
proposes to strike out the amendment I have sub- || The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
mitted, and to insert a proposition which is sub- || ginia offered to insert, by way of amending the 
stantially the same thing as that of the gentleman || original proposition, after the words * be it en- 
from Ohio, so that the question will now be, in || acted,’’ a distinct proposition, not to strike out 
| anything, but to insert after these words his own 
Committee of Ways and Means and some sub- || proposition. The Chair entertained the proposi- 
stantial proposition for reducing the duties upon || tion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Me. 
manufactures as well as upon articles of raw || Funer,] to amend the proposition of the gentle 


from Virginia, and that amendment to the 


material. Now,I need not 0 that I am utterl \ man f 
opposed tothat amendment. I regret very much ] amendment has been adopted. The question now 


that up to this time the conflicting propositions || occurs, shall the proposition of the gentleman 
before the committee have been submitted from || from Virginia as amended be adopted ? 

the same side of the House, thus preventing that ||_ Mr. HARLAN. Lrise to a question of order. 
full and clear exposition of the views of the com- || I desire to know whether the proposition that has 
mittee which would have taken place could we || been adopted as an amendment of the proposition 
have had a vote between the protectionists and || of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Mittson] 
the non-protectionists. || is open to amendment? 

My proposition suggested a reduction of duties The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks not. 
upon manufactured articles, but also upon the || Mr. HARLAN. Sol oe but a portion 
raw material, and I ask whatcan be the objection || of my friends on this side of the House were 
to it? The gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. || cited ta reference to this matter. 

Mr. BOCOCK. 

















I shall take but little time on 


tion, and I thank the gentleman for the candid || very little of itstime. As I understand, Mr. Chair- 
admission he made, that the adoption of this || man, there was a proposition made in the form 
| of an original bill. To that the gentleman from 

cause that admission shows the extent to which || South Carolina offered an amendment by way of 
our foreign trade has been impaired by the oper- || a substitute. To that amendment the gentleman 
|| from Ohio offered another substitute—an amgpd- 

| mentin the second degree. The question was then 

of the House want a greater degree of protection || asked the chairman of the committee, whether, 
than the manufacturers now enjoy? Arc they || before this vote was taken, it was not competent 
not content with that equal protection which my || for the committee to perfect the original propo- 
amendment proposes? For while it reduces the |! sition, and the Chair decided it to be competent. 
duty upon manufactured are it reduces it || The rule gives the authority. Itstates that, when 
also upon the raw material, @nd gives them a || it ismoved toamend by striking out certain words 
compensation for the reduction. But are they || and inserting others, it is competent to perfect the 
now contending for a higher rate of protection || original proposition before taking the question 


But, sir, do gentlemen upon the opposite side 


|| than they have heretofore enjoyed? Are they in || between the competing propositions. 


this age of the world, when free trade has been || Now, I say that the additional proposition 
making such rapid progress all over Christen- || of the gentleman from Pennsylvania has been 


dom, when the people of England themselves | adopted by way of perfecting the original prop- 
have compelled a relaxation of the rigorous sys- || osition, in order to prepare it for the competing 


| tem of protection—are we at this age of our his- || vote between that and the other propositions. If 


article of flaxseed on the free list, it will be an |, tory to be asked to give an increased degree of || the Chair reflect a moment, it will pereeive that 


injustice. If, on the other hand, as the bill of | 
the Committee of Ways and Means proposes, we | 
leave it where it is under the act of 1846, the man- 
ufacturer of the oil will have the advantage of the 
protection, and the grower of the seed will have | 
advantage of the protection. This is all that I 
have to say in regard to it. 

Mr. LETCHER demanded tellers on his | 
amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Tuorine- 
Ton and GaLLoway were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 63, nays 73. | 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania. I desire to 
offer an amendment as an amendment to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Mutson.] It is the same as that submitted b 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Campsett,] wi 
the exception that I omit in the free list ‘‘ iron 
scrap, when old, and fit only to be remanufac- 








t : - | 
| a to the manufacturers of our country? | 
| 


| this position is correct. Here was the amend- 
do not believe that the proposition I have sub- ment of the gentleman from South Carolina. 
mitted will have as disastrous an effect even || Here was the amendment of the goin from 
upon the manufacturing interests as that eup- || Ohio. .How-can they be got rid of? Another 
posed by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. It || amendment such as that offered by the gentleman 
may be that there are some kinds of manufac- || from Pennsylvania, and which has been adopted, 
tures which are stimulated and fostered by the | could not be received to cut them out, because it 
operation of this protective system, and which || was offered after the others; and they were enti- 
might suffer by the removal of the bounties now tled to precedence over it. It could be received 
secured to them; but there would be a ready || only to perfect the original proposition, so as to 
transfer from those branches of industry to others || gpepaen the vote between it and these substitutes. 
which could successfully compete with the in- || But, according to this decision of the Chair, the 
dustry of foreign nations. It would be but a || amendment offered fourth in order is to cut off 
transfer; and I undertake to say that no man || amendments first in order and second in order. 
would be thrown out of employ more than tem-|| TheCHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Vir- 
porarily, as men are sometimes thrown out of || ginia evidently labors under a misapprehension, 
employment by the introduction of new labor- | and the Chair will state the proposition. The 
| saving machinery. The general effect would be || gentleman from South Carolina offered the pend- 
| beneficial. | Ing proposition to amend the original bill, and the 
| 1 oppose the gentleman’s amendment, then, || gentleman from Ohio offered a substitute for that 
| upon the ground that it involves an increase of || amendment. These remain in abeyance until 


“ 
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the original proposition is perfected. The Chair 
has no difficulty atall astoitscourse. The ques- 
tion now 8 on the proposition of the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Miiisew]} as amended. 

Mr. EUSTIS. I desire to offer an amendment 
to place wines on the free list. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I call for tell- 
ers on the pending question. : 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair entertains the 
proposition of the gentleman from Louisiana. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I respectfully 
sucerest to the Chair that that cannot be in order. 
‘Lhe amendment of the gentleman from Virginia 
has been adopted, as I undetstand. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is the pending propd- 
Bition. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. The amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Virginia has 
been adopted; and now | submit that the only 
question in order is whether the amendment as 
amended shall be adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair considers that 
the proposition of the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania having been adopted as an amendment to 
the proposition of the gentleman from Virginia, 


the question would recur, ‘* Shall the proposition | 


of the gentleman from Virginia, as amended, be 
adopted?’” While at that point, the gentleman 
trom Louisiana proposes to add by way of amend- 
ment. There is no amendment in the second 
degree now pending. The Chair decides that the 
amendment is in order. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. The Chair is 
right. 

Mr. BUSTIS offered hts amendment to place 
wines cv the free list; but, before the committee 
had taken a vote on it, withdrew it. 

Mr.SEWARD | offer the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the bill: 

Provided, That when the daty raised by imports in the 
mrcregate shull exceed the sam of forty-eight millions of 
dollars, then the Secretary of the Treasury shall reduce, in 
equal ratio, the duyes levied on the various articles and 
goods now subject to duty, until the revenue is reduced to 
said eum; and if itshall be ascertained that the suin of forty- 
eight millious of dollars exceeds the currentannual expenses 
ot the Governaicnt, then a hike reduction shall be made, until 
the aggregate amount of revenue shall be reduced to the 
amount Of revenue necessary to meet the legitimate wants 
of the Government. And if, at any time, by any reduction 
#0 made,a loxs amount than is necessary to pay the ex- 

enses of the Government for each fiscal year shail be col - 

ected, then the duties shall be increased in the same ratio 
upon said dutiable articles and s until the necessary 
amount shall be raived to meet the expenses of each fiscal 
year: Provided, however, That the sum to be raised shall 
not execed forty-eight millidns of dollars—the Secretary of 
the Treasury, at the beginning of each fiscal year, to grad- 
unte the daties for each year, in conformity with this act: 
stag provided further, That no higher duty shall be assessed 
by the Secrecary of the Treasury than is prescribed by law. 

My amendment assumes that the expenses of 
the Government will be about forty-eight million 
dollars per annum. Thatis the amount estimated 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, as necessary 
for the economical support of the Government. 
Now, if the rate of duty contemplated by the bill 
wpon your table be correct, I propose to graduate 
that duty so that the amount raised upon impor- 
tations may not exceed $48,000,000. If it shall 
appear that the Government can be administered 
for less than that sum, the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury is authorized to reduce, in equal ratio, the 
duty upon each article until the aggregate amount 
of revenue is brought down to the wants of the 
Government. He is restricted also by the amend- 
mentagainst makinga higher assessment of duties 
than is contemplated by that bill. 

Now, sir, if we want to guard against extrav- 
agance and excesses in the appropriations made 
by Congress, and to raise no more money out of 
the pockets of the people than is necessary to sup- 
port the Government, that amendment is neces- 
sary. Again, it guards against fluctuations because 
the estimates and calculations are to be made by 
the Secretary of the Treasury at the commence- 
ment of each fiseal year. So that there can be no 
change, except from year to year, of the amount 


of duties, and they in no case are to exceed | 


$48,000,000. Every dollar legislated out of the 
pockets of the poem beyond the wants of the 
Government is legal robbery. Gentlemen here 
talk about free trade, about economy, about want- 


ing to raise only the amount of revenue necessary || 


to the support of the Government. Now, ~ 
amendment secures the Government against ail 
eXiravagant appropriations of money, and con- 
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fines us to the amount necessary to support the 
| Government, by which the means of excess are 
| cut off. I hope the committee will adopt it. It 
is right and correct in principle, and if you adopt 
it, you will never have an over-full Treasury to 
talk about depleting by extravagant appropria- 
tions of money. F 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I believe there 
| is some merit in the idea upon which the gentle- 
man’s amendment is founded; but I am con- 
| strained to oppose the amendment, and for two 
reasons. It will be very difficult to execute the 
law in such way as to effect the purpose intended 
to be accomplished. It requires too much ma- 
_chinery, and gives too large discretion, to be 
either convenient or safe; and [am opposed to it 
because I desire most sincerely that some bill for 
| the reduction of the revenues, and for the advant- 
age of the great interests of the country, should 
be passed at the present session; and fom sure 
that no bill which shall essentially differ from 
that reported by the chairman of the Committee 
of Waysand Means this morning, can be passed 
pat this time. I do not, I regret to say, think the 
chance of passing this very good. And if we 
cannot do so much, it is certain we cannot do 
more. The bill does not suit me exactly, or 
| nearly. I would, if [ had the power, make a 
very different law. But this is better, vastly bet- 
ter, than no law. It is in the right direction—it 
is good as far it goes. It will accomplish, or tend 
to accomplish, three things, all of which I think 
eminently to be desired. It will reduce the rev- 
_ enucs ten or fifteen millions of dollars per annum. 
No man in the House or out of it will object to 
this. It will benefit the consumer—every man 
who buys. It will benefit the producer—every 
man who sells. It removes the duty from a large 
number of articles which are not of the produc- 
tion of this country, and thereby reduces the cost 
| of them to the consumer to the extent of the 
'daty. It enables the home manufacturer, who 
/ uses many of these articles, to sell cheaper than 
| before, and thus to carry on a successful compe- 
| tition with the foreigu manufacturer. It encour- 
/ages him to go to work, and by so doing, tends 
| to increase the production and reduce the price of 
| whatever he works upon, while he secures a fair 
|| profit to himself. 
| Thus, sir, it is; and I assert that it is true 
| beyond cavil, that the effect of this bill will be to 
| benefit every man in the country. ‘There is not | 
| a consumer of any article affected by it who will || 
| not be able to buy cheaper thai he could buy in || 
absence of the law; and there is not a producer 
| in the country, whether agricultural or manufac- | 
|| turing, who will not find his interest promoted 
|| by it—the latter because he can sell cheaper than 
| he now can, and at the same time make better | 
| profits, by reason of obtaining duty free many 
articles which cannot be raised or produced in | 
| this country, and which enter more or less largely 
| into the man ed article; and the formef by | 
enlarging the market for the products of his farm. | 
If, then, nobody is to be injured, and all classes 
will be benefited by the passage of this bill, shall 
we refuse to take it because it does not go further 
and do more good? If I could see any prospect 1 
of obtaining a better bill, I would gladly aid in | 
an attempt to obtain such a bill. I would like 
very much to add several articles of common 
necessity to the free list; but when | perceive that 
the effort would be vain, and could only tend to. 
defeat ail legislation on the subject, [cannot doubt | 
| as to what is the line of wisdom and duty. No | 
man can expect to get all that he thinks desirable; | 
and a positive, unquestionable good, is not to be | 
sacrificed in pursuit of what everybody must see | 
is unattainable. We must take Riend as we find | 
them, and do the best we can under the circum- | 
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stances. 
Mr.SEWARD. [ask fortellers on my amend- | 
ment. ‘ 
Tellers were not ordered. 
The amendment was not agreed to. | 


Mr. SHERMAN. 1 offer the following amend- | 
| ment, to come in at the end of section two: 


Sec. 3. nd be it further enacted, ‘That on and after the 
first day of Jaly next, in lieu of the duties heretofore im- 
posed by law on the articles hereinatter mentiowed, there 
shail be levied, collected, and paid, on the goods and pro- 
| ducts hereinafter enumerated, imported from fereign coun- 
| tries, a duty of twenty per centum ad valorem: Hemp. 
uomanufactured, of all kinds, ineluding Manilla, sun, and 
| other of India, jute, sisal grass, cvir, aud other vegetable 
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of like cha rT; 
eal and fit aire Aponte ies pened rman 
salt, or muriate of soda, of all kinds ; soda ash and bieach’ 
ing powder, or chloride of lime; sugar of al! kinds + < 
of sugar ; wool, unmariufactured, not before described, 

The bili now reported by the Committee o¢ 
Ways and Means proposes to make certain kinds 
of wool duty free. This is the only agricultura| 
interest affected by the bill. My amendment pro. 
poses to take the sense of the House upon the 
propriety of effecting the protection heretofore 
extended to the wool grower, and yet leaving 
sugar, molasses, hemp, and other agriculturs| 
products ata duty of thirty per cent. It proposes 
to reduce the duty on the leading staples of sugar, 
wool, hemp, salt, and lead, to a uniform rate of 
twenty percent. All parties agree to the absolute 
necessity Of reducing the revenue. The danger 
arising from the accumulation of the coin of the 
country in the vaults of the sub-treasury cannot 
be overstated. The reductivn can only be made 
in one of two modes—either by enlarging the free 
list, or by a reduction of the rates of duty. jf 
the first mode be adopted, then the additions to 
the free list should be of articles not produced jn 
this cbuntry, and whose free importation wil) not 
eompete in any way with the great interests of 
any section of this country. The committee have 
adopted this principle, and have adhered to it in 
every case until they came to thearticle of wool. 
It is now proposed virtually to admit this duty 
free, for ail the intelligent wool growers and con- 
sumers With whom I have conversed, look upon 
the provisions of the bill, as reported, as an indi- 
rect way to remeve all duties on wool. 

By admitting the South American, German, 
and Australian wool, all the cheaper and all the 
most expensive qualities, you supply the market 
with wool not grown in this country, and thus 
affect the price. Why is this great agricultural 
interest to be affected and none other? Why not, 
on the same principle, admit duty free scrap iron, 
Swede iron, and other qualities of iron not pro- 
duced in our country? Why impose a duty on 
Manilla hemp? Why extract from the pockets 
of the people an onerous tax on sugar—a prime 
necessity of life? Why lay a bounty on domestic 
salt and lead? To accomplish a great national ne- 
cessity, the wool-growers are willing to see a pro- 
portionate reduction of duty on wool.and all other 
great agricultural interests; but they are not wiil- 
ing to be singled out and brought into direct com- 
petition with the roving herdsman and bushman 
of South America and Australia. I desire by this 
amendment to test the question; whether genile- 
men representing other agricultural interests are 
willing to see this reduction applied to wool alone, 
and yet preserve to its fullest extent the protection 
now extended to them? If the committee shall in- 
sist upon retaining this unjust distinction agaiist 
an article in which my constituents have so large 
an interest, and refuse to place it upon the same 
footing as sugar and hemp, merely to gratify the 
manufacturers of the East, then, sir, as much as 
I see the necessity of a reduction of the revenue, 
I will vote against the bill. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. [raisethe point 
of order, that the amendment of the gentleman 
from Ohio is not in order, and that nothing 1s in 
order inconsistent with the amendment which was 
to increase the free list. It would be in order to 
add any article to the free list; but not to fix the 
rate of duty on any article. This would defeat 
the whole tariff bill 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair considers the 
eve in order, and overrules the point of 
order. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. I would like the 
amendment if it proposed to put a lacger nomber 
of articles on the free list; but ham opposed to it 
as it is, because it does net.go far enough. Iwant 
the ear of some of my colleagues, and of some 
of the gentlemen from Massachusetts. Hereto- 
fore I have always voted against reducing the 
duties on railroad iron, cutting at the interest of 
a particular State, because I desired that that 
should stand till the whole. subject of the tariif 
was taken up. Now, a ago, at the instiga- 
tion mainly of the Massachusetts delegation—tor 
that State was particularly interested in it—the 
question of reciprocity with the }movinces came 
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are prepared to vote for diminishing the revenue 
py increasing the free list, leaving duties on sugar, | 
jron, and other products which bear more hardly 
on our State than any other, while at the same || 
time nothing remains for the benefit of our in- || 
terests by way of a set-off; while our products, | 
assimilating to those of the rovinces, which 
now find a market mainly m N assachusetts, are 
thrown into the free list, and while we propose 
further to increase that free list for the benefit of | 
certain localities, at the burden on those || 
articles which bear most heavily on our State? | 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I would state | 
that l agreed with my colleague entirely in refer- | 
ence to the reciprocity treaty. I believed with 
him, and I believe we stood almost alone in re- 
gard to that bill. I thought that the title of the | 
pill to carry into effect that treaty was a misnomer. 
Jt was not a bill to establish reciprocity between | 
the country and the British provinces. But I tell || 
my colleague further that I think we are here to || 
act as practical men, and so to legislate as to | 
effect the greatest attainable good; that this bill, | 
though far from perfect, is better than none, and 
that we must take this or nothing. I may and 
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woolen rags torn to pieces and cleansed, and | simple reason that I do not understand what it 
which is worked up into cheap coarse woolen || means, nor what'its application is. 
fabrics, and takes the place of inferior quality of | Mr. SEWARD. FH withdraw my objection. 
wool. Inthe next place my amendment provides Mr. HOUSTON. I object to the amendment. 
that sheeps’ pelts shall not be imported in the || I object to an attempt to make a correction by a 
free list. It is well known that alarge proportion | proviso. If the gentleman asked for a correction 
of: | of the language I would not object to that; but 
| the proviso construes a word to mean that which 
My. FULLER, of Maine. Mr. Chairman, E | it does not mean, and therefore I object. 
had not a fair shake before. My colleague took The CHAIRMAN. By unanimous consent 
part of my time. I sympathize with the gen- || the words “ priar to’’ will be stricken out and 
tleman from Vermont, who represents my native | the ward ‘on’? substituted in lieu thereof. 





{Here the hammer fell. 


State. I think that some of our interests are| Mr. SAGE, Tabject. 1 am opposed to the 
being left out. My colleague [Mr. Wasunurn} amendment. 

says that he is satisfied this is the only bill which | The CHAIRMAN. There is no amendment 
can pass, and that it will be defeated if certain | pending. 


great staples, like iron and cotton manufactures, 
and sugar, are put upon the free list. If the bill || 


Mr. SAGE. Then I oppose the alteration. 
The CHAIRMAN. The objection comes toa 


| is to pass thus, for the benefit only of certain sec- || late. The alteration has been already made. 


tions of the country, | want to know how weare || Mr. SAGE. I objected when the gentleman 
going to explain this matter when we go home, |}.from Virginia first offered his amendment; and if 
to our ship-builders and lumbermen ? || the committee wili hear me one moment, I think 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman must con- |! I can satisfy every member of the committee that 
fine his remarks to opposition to the amendment. |! the alteration. ought not to be made. 
Mr. FULLER, of Maine. 1 want to see this|}) The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman from 


1 want to see the various inter- || New York asserts that he made his objection in 


‘Now, in my opition, the wool-growing business 


the free list if 1 could do it, and not peril the 
whole question. Believing as [ do that this is | 
the only bill that can be passed: at the present:|| have a fair share with the rest. But [ do not un- | 
session, and that it will be a positive and sub- || derstand why certain interests are to be protec- 
stantial advantage to-his constituents and mine— || ted, and the duties on certain articles are not to 


ests of the country put upon an equal footing. 


do regret that it is so; I would enlarge still further | thing equalized. 
. | 
|} Let them all share the burden alike. Let wool 
| 


time, the Chair will entertain the objection and 
Ss the alteration, so that the question will 
ce on the amendment of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia. 


| Mr. SAGE. I made the objection in time. 


to our State and to the country at large—I will \| be reduced while you go on increasing the free || And now, Mr. Chairman—— 


give it my support. list. 
Mr. SHERMAN called for tellers on his amend- 
ment. 
Tellers were not ordered. 


The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. MORRILL, I offer the foll!wing amend- | 
ment: | 
Provided, That on and after the 10th day of July, 1857, | 


nothing in this bill contained shall be so construed as to 1 Cc 4 Wav J 
admit any wool free, unless its cost shall be, at the place || COHeague upon the Committee of ays and 


of mmportation, ten cents per pound or less; and also that || Means [Mr. Canoes) who reported this bill 
no waste or shoddy, or sheep’s pelts, or skins with the wool || to the second section. tis in these words: 


on, shall be imported at a less rate of duty than is now im- : s fi 
posed on these articles. Sec. 2. 4nd be it further enacted, ‘That all goods, wares, 


| 
Mr. Chairman, I am unwilling to ask anything | 





ment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Tatport and 
W ALBRIDGE were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 85, noes 39. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 





the public stores prior to the lst day of July next, shail be 
in behalf of wool that is not perfectly reasonable. 
When the gentleman from Mesnec usetts (Mr. 
De Wirt] put the inquiry to me, whether the 
wool-growing interest had not decreased in Ver- 
mont, not desiring to embarrass him by any | 
remarks of mine, I replied in the affirmative. 


than if the same had been imported, respectively, after that 
day. 

Now I propose to amend that by adding thereto 
this proviso: 

Provided further, That the word “ prior’? in the third 
line of the section shall be construed to mean “ on.”’ 





in Vermont, for some years, and until the last 

ear, has been diminished in consequence of the | 
hich price of hay. Gentlemen very well under- || this time, and have been in the public stores, have 
stand that there is no stock which can be dimin- 
ished so rapidly, or increased so quickly, as that 
of sheep. The State of Vermont furnishes a large 
amount of sheep, which go into various sections 
of the Union for stock-purposes; but when we are 
short for hay, the farmers avail themselves of the 
opportunity to dispose of them. With the price 
of the present season, the growth of wool has 
increased. It is now at a paying price. 

Wow, I put it to the gentleman, if the fact were | 
as he stated, that wool-growing in New England 
had diminished, while it has increased in other | 
States—in Illinois, Tennessee, Indiana, and Ohio 
—would he for that reason make it free? Iam 
for giving it such protection as it deserves, let it 
be grown where it will. My amendment proposes 
to reduce the price of free wool down to ten cents, 
so that all of that price,'or less, will come in free. 
Last season there were nearly fifteen millions 
pounds of wool imported, with a cost only, on an 
average, of eleven and one third cents per pound. 
This includes, of course, all the fine wools which 
were imported. Now | undertake to say that 
more than one half of that wool competes with 
the wool raised in this country; and if this bill 
pass with the provision to admit all wool costing ' . 
fifteen cents per pound and under, and fifty cents || committee. That is their business. The Chair 
and over, free of duty, I shall regard the idea of || considers that the committee have the right to 
protection being afforded to our wool-growers as || construe the word ‘* prior,’’ or to change it and 
futile. substitute another word. 

In the next place there is a provision in this Mr. KENNETT. I suggest to the gentleman 
bill which admits waste or shoddy duty free. || from Virginia that he should include both words 
Last season we imported over thirty-eight mil- || ‘‘ prior to.”’ 
lions pounds of rags, of which more than two Mr. LETCHER. Well, let it read ‘‘ the words 
thirds are su to have been woolen rags. || ‘ prior to’ shall be construed to mean ‘on.’”’ 

If this bill pass, instead of as woolen rags they | ed to! 
will be imported as shoddy. Shoddy is old || ment of the gentleman from Virginia, for the 


all that may gome in between this and that time 


Now, if this provision of the bill is to be adopted, 


that it may be agreed to by the House, and with- 
out putting it in that shape. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
tion to it. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
which igs not in order. 

Mr. LETCHER. But this is in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 


| 
| As that section stands now, all the goods that 
I have no objec- 


‘Virginia is in order. 

Mr. SEWARD. I understand the gentleman 
further, that the word ‘ prior,’ in the third line of 
the section, shall be construed to mean ‘on.’’’ 
If you put it in that shape, I object; but if the 
word ‘*‘prior’’ is te be changed, and the word 
stricken out, and ‘fon ”’ substituted, 1 have no 
objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is impossible for the 
Chair to guide the form of the legislation of the 


eee OS 


' 


| 
Mr. MORRILL demanded tellers on his amend- || gentleman has advocated, and another geutleman 
|| has opposed the amendment, 
on the amendment. 


| 
|. Mr. BLISS. Ipr 
Mr: LETCHER. I desire the attention of my || ‘he free list, sugar sirup, and molasses. 


|| one is the perfect transparency of the combina- 


and merchandise imported from foreign countries, and in 


subject, on entry thereof for consumption, to no other duty | 


have been imported under the tariff of 1846 up to | 
been there prior to the Ist day of July next; and | 
will be there prior to the Ist day of July next. | 


you will have to go back and refund duties under | 
this provision. I suggest the amendment in order | 


I object to any amendment | 


the amendment as offered by the gentleman from | 


to offer his amendment in this shape; ** Provided | 


Mr. FLORENCE. I am opposed to the amend- 


The CHAIRMAN. No debateisin order. One 
The question is 


Tellers were called for, but were nat ordered. 
The question was taken; and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 
I propose to amend, by adding to 
1 would 
content myself with simply Offering the amend- 
| ment without remark, but for two considerations: 


| tion, the coalition between interests of extreme 
sections of the country against the Northwest, 
and which has resulted in this bill; and the other 
the entire misapprehension of the gentleman from 


|| Louisiana (Mr. Tayzor] in his speech the other 
|| day, of the resolutions heretofore offered by me 
|| upon the tariff. 


|| If the House shall refuse to adopt the amend- 


ment of the committee concerning wool, proposed 
|, by the gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. Mornitt,} 
|| imperfect and aoe evaded as it is, we, | assure 
you, shall feel the full character of that coalition. 
\\ ‘The reciprocity treaty has already thrown open 
| our wheat and other breadstuffs to Canadian com- 
|| petition, and now you have selected our only other 
Interest protected by the present law, and by a 
coalition of the iron, the hemp, the salt, and 
especially the sugar interests, you propose to 
expose our wool-grower to competition with the 
|| South American and Australian free ranger. All 
| I have to say to the manufacturing interest, the 
| basis of this combination, is to look well to the 
|, future. Remember the fate of those who receive 
_ enemies’ gifts. The West is your natural ally and 
|| defense, Break not dewn your walls to receive 
| the pregnant Horse of your most inveterate foes. 
| To the gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. Tay- 
| Lor,| who has treated my propositions so cava- 
| lierly, | will only say that candid men read an 
|| opponent’s statement before attempting to ridicule 
it; and wise men are sure they understand his 
|| position before they declare it overthrown. If 
fe will look at my resolutions, he will find that 
|, he has entirely failed to apprehend them. 
|| This Cuby upon sugar can be justified upon no 
|| theory of the protectionist more than of the free 
|| trader. There is no principle whatever advocated 
|| by the piotesnonine that can justify this heavy 
duty of thirty per cent. upon sugar. I under- 
|| stand one of the reasons they give for taxing the 
|, masses to benefit any particular interest, is to fos- 
|| ter its infant condition, and thus enable itat some 
| future time tosupply the whole people at a cheaper 
rate. They cite the experience of the comeere in 
reference to nails, cheap glass, cottons,&« But 
can they thus defend the protection of sugar? 
Clearly not; for while I do not claim its produc- 


! 
} tion to be inconsiderable, a8 the gentleman seems 
| to have supposed, yet I do say, that its produc- 
{| tion is, and necessarily must be, far below the 





ee 


750 


home demand. Consequentl 
regulated by the price of the foreign article, with 
the duty added. The home supply is notonly lim- 
ited in amount, but it is necessarily local in its pro- 
duction. And for this limited and local interest 
we are now paying from three to five cents tax per 
pound for our whole supply of sugar. I have 
never known a tariff for protection advocated on 
the ground that it was right to foster interests 
which are merely local, and never can be other 
than local, and even then insufficient for home 









its price must be 


supply. Ido not know that any interest in Ohio, | 


or any interest in Maine, ever sought protection 
in this country, when it was alone the interest 
of Ohio, or alone the interest of Maine. [Here 
the hammer fell.] I regret that I have not t:me to 
show other more cogent reasons for this amend- 
ment. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I have listened tothe remarks 
of the gentleman from Ohio, and I still think that 
he labors under a strange misapprehension. It 
is true, that owing to the fact that an ad valorem 


duty is imposed on sugar, and in consequence of | 
the increase of price in the Island of Cuba conse- | 


quent on a diminution of the crops there for the 


last two years, the duty on sugar is now not far | 
from three cents per pound. We should have 


preferred that there should have been a specific 
duty, but it was thought otherwise by the Con- 


gress of the United States. And that particular | 
result grows out of the fact that the price of sugar | 


has increased in Cuba, not because of any changes 
that have taken place here. Now,as I donotintend 
to discuss this question at all, | will merely call 
the attention of the committee to the prices of 
sugar which have prevailed at different periods. 


tv a reference toa paper prepared in 1854 by Mr. | 
Edmond J. Forstall, of Louisiana, from papers in | 
the Library of Congress, and which I now hold | 


in my hand, the following was stated to have been 
the prices of sugar in New York from 1815 to 
1831: 7 


Louisiana. Havana brown. 
BBLS. 000s ccccsess ‘ - 15 to 224 cents. | 
LS err 1235 to 19 “ 
1817 Quoted for the 

first tme....11g to 14% cents. . 4 

1B16....00.0 ccvctes »- Ly tw lig - 
Sion snewennncaes 10 to 16 “ - 
SE aaah nueaennin Skt lk «© Bkto1Bk « 
RGDL . wcrnccvcce oor © MIX = 8 to 13 “ 
BGR. .cccccveesess S 0 TI és 8 to 12 6 
ROB secede sencucee 6% to il «& 8 to 12 66 
BOR nw ccavisenecse ©. OTK 8 tolgy « 
AED on. 2000ceeneers 7 to ll a 8 tol ‘“ 
Ps taabeasnainenn’ 7 to 10 66 7% to Il sc 


SEDs ccccecuce vane. ¥ 3020 6 7 toll 6 
RTT or) £m “ 6¥ to lk « 
LGD. ccccecoseccces ee “ 7 wlbk « 
Logi eoeeceecceccsece &§ wx * 5 to 9% * 


And by reference to another table, prepared by | 
the same gentleman, and printed in Mr. Secretary | 


Walker's report in 1846, at paze 720, the prices of 


sugar in Louisiana, on peearenens and in Havana, | 
1 other for certain years, | 


as compared with eac 
will be found as follows: 
Louisiana fair. 

1832-33.. Sy to SX cents. 1832. 
1835-34.. 6 to 7 - 
1SH-35.. SX to 
1835-36..10 to 1 
1836-37. 
1897-38... 5X to 
1808-39... 5 to 
1839-40... 3 to 
1840-41,. Big to ! 
iddi-d2.. 3g to 
1842-43... 3X to 
1843-44.. 5% to 
1844-45.. 3H to 4% 

And late in the spring of 1845 the price rose to 
5%) cents. 

tn 1852-53, 1853-54, and 1854-55, the prices of 
sugar in Louisiana ranged lower than in the years 
1841-42 arid 1842-43, and were sometimes down 
to two and three cents. The shortness of the 
crops in Cuba ‘for the two past years caused 
prices to raise there; and the diminution in the 
crops of Louisiana, during the same time, added 
to that rise until it reached its maximum during 
the last autumn and the present winter, because 
of the small crop of last year. If the price of 
sugar in New Orleans is at nine and ten cents, it 
has gone up to from six and a half to eight and 
a half cents in Cuba, as any one may see who 
looks into the price currents. These recent fail- 
ures of crops are similar to the failures in the 
crops in Cuba and in Louisiana in 1834 and 1835, 
and they have now produced the same effect in 
prices which thoee failures did then. 


Havana brown. 
sees df to 3X cents. 
Ro. asad 2w3s 
“ re 3’ to3y 
“s 1835... oo4 to 45 a6 
6 1836..... .6X to 7 66 
“ 1837 ...000 24 to 4 sc 
% 1838.......3K% tod 

1839.......3& to 4 we 
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| sugar diminished steadily from 1815 to the present 
time? Has the increased production been the 
cause of it; and if so, has not the increased pro- 
| duction in Louisiana had anything to do with it? 
|| Itis true, that since 1815the production of sugar in 
|| Cuba has increased in such a manner thatit 1s five 
| times as great now as then; but is it not equally 
true, that the crop of Louisiana has become fifteen 
times greater than it was in 181]5and 1816? Those 





the Compendium of the Census of 1850. 
Mr. BLISS demanded tellers on his amend- 
ment. 


Ohio, and Haven, were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes thirty-one, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 


ment: 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the Ist day of July, 1857, the duty on Manilla hemp, unman- 
ufactured, shall be filteen per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. Chairman, I ask the attention of the com- 

| mittee for a few moments, while I submit some 
remarks on this subject. It is a subject which 
| deeply concerns my constituents, and I feel a 
responsibility resting upon me to bring the prop- 
osition | have submitted to the attention of this 
House. The amendment proposes simply to 
reduce the duty upon Manilla hemp. Manilla 
hemp is not an article which comes into competi- 
tion with any produced or manufactured in this 
country. Manilla is the fibrous portion of a 


ands, and is extensively used by the commercial 
and navigation interests of our country for run- 
ning rigging for shipping. It was used last year 
by my constituents to the amount of $2,250,000. 


which comes into competition with the hemp 
| raised either in Kentucky or Missouri; and that 


| who oceupies the chair, [Mr. H. Marsnatt,] a 
| few days since, and the gentleman from Missouri, 


| (Mr. Kennerr.] It is notan article which comes | 


| into competition with any article we produce. It 
|; ts purcly a foreign production, which is largely 
| used by our navigation and commercial interests. 
| Allow me to say further, sir, that Manilla hemp 


| The people of Great Britain are not taxed for that | 
| hemp; while my constituents, who are engaged | 
| in the commercial interests of chis country to the | 

extent of 1,500,000 tons, are required to pay a tax | 


| 

| of thirty per cent. on the raw material; whereas 
| upon cordage, the rope and rigging for our ships, 
|| we are only compelled to pay twenty and twenty- 
five per cent. | submit, then, to the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, and to 
this committee, whether it is right to tax the raw 
material higher than the manufactured article? 
It is direct discrimination against the manufac- 


| 





not include Russian or other hemp, but simply 
confine my amendment to Manilla hemp. 

| Mr. KENNETT. Mr. Chairman, the gentle- 
| man from New York has certainly misconstrued 





| both your position and mine in regard to this sub- | 
| ject of Manilla hemp. Although it is true, as | 
stated by that gentleman, that the hemp of our | 
| own country does not comé into competition with | 


| 


| that used for the running rigging of vessels, yet 

the place of the home product for coverings of 
|, cotton bales, and many other articles in the man- 

ufacture of which hemp isused. . [t is coming so 
} far in competition that it is well known in your 
|| country, Mr. Chairman, many rope and bagging 
|| factories have had to stop work. ‘The gentleman 
|| says that his constituents have to pay thirty per 
cent. duty upon Russian hemp. Now, if he will 
j; examine the tables, he will find that Russian 


Mr. WAKEMAN. The gentleman is mis- 
taken. 
Mr. KENNETT. The total amount of Rus- 


|| hemp is no longer imported. 
| 
1] 


| sian hemp imported into the country in the | 


year 1855 was only $57,000 worth, while the 
amount of Manilla hemp and its manufactures 
was $2,250,000. So that it is the Manilla hemp, 





| who desire to know this can refer to page 191 of || 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Horron of | 


Mr. WAKEMAN. loffer the following amend- | 


banana tree which grows in the Philippine Isl- | 


I state that fact to show that it is not an article | 


fact was conceded by the distinguished gentleman | 


| is admitted duty free by the British Government. | 
| 
| 


| turer in this country. I submit that it is a rea- | 
} sonable reduction to put the duty upon Manilla | 
| hemp down to fifteen per cent. ad valorem. I do 


} it is well known that Manilla hemp is fast taking | 


February 18, 
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And, now, let me ask, why has the price of in some shape, that the hemp-growers have to 


| fear, and not the Russian and other foreign hem 
But if the gentleman is desirous to have the duty 
increased upon the manufactured article to thirty. 
five or forty per cent., and leave thirty per cen; 
upon foreign hemp, I not only have no objection, 
| but will aid him in thus affording protection 44 
| our own manufacturers. 
Mr. WAKEMAN. I ask for tellers upon my 
}, amendment. 
_ Tellers were not ordered. 
| The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. FAULKNER. J offer the following amend. 

| ment as an additional section: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That from and after the 
first day of July, 1857, there shall be a reduction of thirty. 
three and one third per cent. of the duties now imposed } 

law on the goods, wares, and merchandise, other than those 


| 


above enumerated, imported from foreign countries, and 
enumerated and provided for in the act entitled * An act 
reducing the duty on imports, and for other purposes,” ap- 
proved July 30, 1846. 

Mr. Chairman, it is manifest that my amend- 
‘| ment reducing the existing rate of duties thirty- 
three and one third per cent. was designed as a 
substitute for the entire bill now before the com- 
mittee. In other words, it was intended to super- 
| sede all other legislation upon that subject during 
the present session of Congress. 1 regret that 
the amendment could not come before the com- 
mittee in that form, so as to test the sense of the 
| committee between my proposition and that of 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. Being precluded by the rules of order 
from offering it in the form of a substitute, I am 
induced, by the earnest request of gentlemen 
around me, to modify it, and offer it as an addi- 
tional section to the bill now pending; which bill, 
however, very greatly enlarges the list of free 
articles, and which of course must vary the results 
which might otherwise be expected from my 
amendment if adopted as a substitute for that 
bill. 

Mr. Chairman, I have very little expectation 
that any bill changing the general arrangement 
of the tariff of 1846 will become a law during the 
present session of Congress. I admit that there 
are imperfections in the details of the present 
tariff which should be remedied. Apart from 
some*errors of detail in its original framework, 
time has worked changes in the commercial and 
manufacturing interests of the country, to which 
we should adapt our legislation. Still, I do not 
think that we have before us the materials for 





tariff of 1846 has been longer in successful opera- 
tion, and has given more general satisfaction to 
all the varied interests of the country than any law 
on the same subject which: has ever passed Con- 
gress. I am not disposed to disturb its general 
arrangements without the most mature examina- 
tion of the interests involved. I think: that con- 
sideration has not been given to the subject during 
the pe Congress. I am therefore in favor, 
for the present, of retaining the tariff of 1846 as 
the basis of action, and simply reducing the rates 
of duties soas to diminish the revenue—which has 
now grown so far beyond a proper standar@®f 
expenditure—and which surplus, annually accu- 
mulating, must derange the whole monetary con- 
cerns and ‘business of the country. My a7 
sition, in its original design, was therefore to 
retain the existing tariff; with all its schedules and 
classifications, modifying it only by a reduction 
of thirty-three and a third per cent. on the duties 
now prescribed by law. It appears from the re- 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury, now before 
'| me, that the rece!pts from customs during the fiscal 
| year ending June 30, 1856, was $64,022,863 50; 
|| one third of this amount will give a reduction of 
| 1,340,954 50, which, with the fund arising 
| from the public lands, would raise a revenue ot 
'| $52,000,000, a sum far more than sufficient for 
| the frugal and economical administration of the 
| Government, with all its vast and multiplied in- 
terests and subjects of expenditure. ° 

Mr. CRAWFORD. As a substitute for the 
| bill, your amendment meets my views precisely. 
| But is not the reduction of thirty-three and a third 
| per cent. too great with the enlarged free list? 
|| Mr. FAULKNER. Bya reduction of the du- 
ties one third it does not necessarily follow that 
_ the revenue will be reduced one third. On the con- 
|| trary, the probabilities are that importations may 
‘| be stimulated, and the revenue will rise beyond 


discreet and considerate action atthis time. The’ 
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amendment, if it become a law, would yield us a 
much larger revenue than we required. These 
changes, in their very nature, are conjectural and | 
experimental; and I would not be willing, at this | 
time, to go beyond a reduction of thirty-three per 
cent. What effect the enlarged free list, just | 
adopted by the committee, would have in connec- | 
tion with my scheme, im reducing the revenue, | 
confess L am not prepared to venture a precise | 
opinion. With the rapidly increasing wealth and 
consumption of the country, Iam inclined to think | 
that, even with that free list, we should have rev- 
enue more than enough for all the proper and 
jegitimate purposes of the Government. 

‘Lam anxious to reduce the enormous surplus 
annually accumulating inour Treasury. All tax- | 
ation beyond the just and necessary wants of the 
Governmentis oppressive. Itstimulates to prof- | 
ligate, corrupt, and unconstitutional expenditure. 
Collected as the revenue is, under our present | 
wise system, in gold and silver, all excess of col- 
lection beyond expenditure is so much active capi- 
tal withdrawn from the circulation and business 
ef the country, and may, and unless remedied 
Will, soon reach a point that will involve the coun- 
try in the mest terrible and distressing monetary | 
andcommercial convulsions. ‘There is no meas- | 
are of Government which, at this time, appeals 
so strongly to the anxieties of every wise states- 
man 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. WADE. Mr. Chairman, I am opposed 
to the amendment of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia. It proposes to reduce the duties levied by 
the existing tariff, thirty-three and one third per 
cent., and there leave the whole matter. Iam 
opposed to this scheme, because I believe the pro- 
posed reduction, if adopted, would stimulate im- 
portations to an extent corresponding with the 
reduction, thereby not reducing the revenue, and, 
at the same time, nearly annihilating all protec- | 
tion to home industry. ~The Treasury would not 
be relieved of its present ruinous surplus, nor its 





But, sir, Fam opposed to the measure for an- 
other reason. If such a measure as this would 
have been at any time available, as adequate to | 
the wants of revenue and protection, it now comes | 
too late. We are here, sir, very much in the pre- | 
dicament of a council of physicians, called to the | 


accumulation sensibly checked. 1 
| 


bedside of a patient after the disease had advanced || 


to its crisis. In such a case medicine is unavail- | 
ing; and if nature is not adequate to wrestle with | 
the destroyer, the victim must die. Nay, sir, we, | 
as political doctors, have been for years minister- | 
ing to the disease, and not to the patient. Con- | 
gress has, by every conceivable device, been gam- 
bling with the public lands, until millions upon | 
millions of acres have been thrown open to sale, | 
so that the annual revenue from that source alone | 
has amounted to nearly ten millions of dollars. 
Millions upon millions of other acres have been 


donated to railroads, and by these thrown upon || 


the market at prices, and under circumstances, 
tempting speculation to its utmost tension, until | 
e@y prudentman knew, or oughtto have known, | 
that it must speedily break. ‘This rash and im- | 
becile policy, to say of it nothing worse, neces- 
sarily drew after it the investment of vast sums 
of money, and almost unlimited amounts of credit | 
in railroad stocks—the inevitable consequence of | 
which has been the importation of every species 
of iron used in the construction of railroads, to 
an amount not dreamed of by the authors of the 
tariff of 1846. Thus the Treasury has been sur- 
feited; and every possible scheme, righteous and 
unrighteous, devised toextract from it the idle and 
unproductive capital hoarded therein. By this 
policy, speculations in western lands and railroad 
stocks have gone hand in hand with speculations 


in steamboat and vessel stocks aud merchandise. | 


Millions upon millions, invested in ‘‘ Jonah’s 


gourd” cities, and corner and water lots, until the | 


capital of the country has actually been congested 
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the estimated two, thirds. It is possible that my with that of becoming a nominal millionaire on 








paper, by buying on credit, and selling on credit, | 
to be paid for in credit. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, what is a thirty per cent. 
protection on wool and woolens, in the excited 
imaginations of inexperienced young men, along- 
side of such an El Doradoasthis? Nothing at all, 
sir, And every sane man might and ought to 
have foreseen just such a finale to our insane land 
| policy. Why, sir, the littl dam with which the 
| miller ** protects’? the water which turns his mill, 
| 18 not more powerless in a time of inundation, 
| than are your protective duties of thirty per cent, 

for the safety of your domestic industry, under 
| such an inundation of speculation as your public 
| land legislation has precipitated upon the country. 

Sir, you are too late with your tariff nostrums. 

The reaction is inevitable; and the Tre asury will 
be depleted by a natural process,as certain as it 
; may be calamitous. 
Cotton alone, sir, has saved your Treastiry from 
| collapse now for many years. The annual value 
| of this article shipped from the Uniged States to 
| Europe amounts to near one half (I speak now not 
** from the book’’) of the entire value of our ex- 
ports to foreign countries. This vast sum is in- 
vested in all varieties of foreign articles imported 
to the United States, and which enter into com- 
petition with domestic manufactures. Let the 
iron manufacturers, the wool-growers, and woolen 
manufacturers look at this, not in an invidious 
or sectional spirit, but with an eye to the compre- 





i hension of all the difficulties which beset the 


whole subject of protection, It seems to me, sir, 
| that a survey of the whole ground of the revenue 


| system cannot but teach our ultra-protectionists 
1 


| that the amount of duty levied on foreign compet- 


' 


| they must, if they would reduce such a system 
to anything like stability, understand how to ad- 
| Just our own domestic policy, so that no scheme 


the protected interests out of the sphere of steady 
| progress. You may talk to men about the profits 


| 

] of wild and reckless home speculation shall jostle 
| 
} 


accruing from the prosecution of some protected 
| interest as much as you will; still, when such a 
reckless policy as that, pursued in relation to the 
public lands, holds out to the reason or the imagina- 
tion the prospect of sudden wealth, your sheep will 
be left to the wolves, and your woolen mills to 
rot, while young men and old rush to the points 
where fortunes are supposed to be made in a day. 


Mr. FAULKNER called for tellers on his 


|| amendment. 
|| Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Jewerr, and 


| Wasuburne of Illinois, were appointed. 
The committee divided; and the tellers reported 


|| —ayes 55, noes 78. 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD moved that the committee do 
now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. H. Marsnatu reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union had had under consideration the Union 
| generaliy,and geen y the special omer, being 
| the bill (HL. R. No. 566) reducing the duties on im- 
ports, and for other purposes, and had come to 





} no conclusion thereon. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


| A message was received from the President of 
|| the United States, by Mr. Wessren, his Private 
1 Secretary, notifying the House that he had ap- 
proved and signed bills of the following titles: 

An act for the relief of Dr. James Morrow; 

An act for the relief of William Craig; 

An act for the relief of the officers and privates 
|| of the Clinton Guards, in the county of iicateaiis 
|| in tlte State of Michigan; and 

An act for the construction of a wagon road 
|| from Fort Kearny, via the South Pass of the 
| Rocky Mountains and Great Salt Lake Valley, 
|| to the eastern portion of the State of California, 


I} 


i 
| 








on this great West and Northwest. | and for*other purposes. 


The active and enterprising ‘young men of the 
free States, the farmers and mechanics’ sons, have 
been tempted from the sober pursuits of industr 
in the old free States, to those new lands whic 
Congress has-almost literally thrust upon them. 
The growing of sheep, delving in iron mines, 
working in the factories and in the mechanics’ 
shops, has becorne dull business in comparison 


| EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, ETC. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the 
annual report of the Regents of the Smithsonian 
Institution; which was laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
the Interior, transmitting plan and estimates for 





AOE. 


| ing articles is not the whole of protection; but that | 
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United States court-house and post office in Phila- 


delphia; which was referred to the Committee o* 
| Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM W. WIMMER. 


Mr. BALL. There is a joint resolution, (No. 
36,) which was referred to the Committee of the 
| Whole House, to authorize the Postmaster Gen- 
| eral to settle a small account, which cannot be 
| done without a vote of the House. It has been 
| got up on consultation with the Postmaster Gen- 
| eral and the Fifth Auditor. The amountis only 
, Some seventy-five or eighty dollars. I ask that 

the Committee of the Whole House may be dis- 
charged from its further consideration, and that 
it may be put upon its passage. 

There being no objection, the Committee of the 
Whole Touse was discharged from the further 
consideration of joint resolution (No. 36) for the 
relief of William W. Wimmer, of West Zanes- 
ville, Ohio. 

| ‘The resolution authorizes the Postmaster Gen- 
| eral to allow and pay to William W. Wimmer, 
| late postmaster of West Zanesville, Ohio, for ser- 
| Vices performed by him as special mail messenger 
| from May, 1855, to November, 1856, such rate 
| of compensation as he may deem just and reason- 
able, provided the same do not exceed $100. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and being en- 

| grossed, it was accordingty read the third time, 
and passed, 

| Mr. BALL moved to reconsider the vote by 

| which the resolution was passed, and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table; 

which latter motion was agreed to. . 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BENNETT, of Mississippi, by unanimous 
| consent, in pursfiance of previous notice, intro- 
duced a bill to authorize the State of Mississippi 
| to appropriate certain lands in this bill designated 
| to remove snags and other obstructions in the 
| channels of the Tallahatchie and Yazoo rivers, in 
the State of Mississippi; which was read a first 


| and second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


COINAGE BILL. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask the una; 
| mous consent of the House to take from t 
Speaker’s table the bill relating to foreign cot 
'and to the coinage of cents at the Mint of * 
| United States. It has been returned from t 
Senate with a single amendment. 
There was no objection; and the amendment 
was reported, as ale 
Add as a sixth section: ° 
And it shall also be lawful for the space of two years 


\| from the passage of this act, and no longer, to pay out at 


| the Mint the cents aforesaid for the fractional parts of the 


| dollar hereinbefore named at their nominal value of twenty- 


| five, twelve anda half, and six and a quarter cents respect- 
| ively. 

The amendment of the Senate was concurred 

in. 

Mr. FLORENCE moved to reconsider the 
| vote by which the amendment was concurred in; 
' and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 

laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
|| Mr. GROW. Lask the unanimous consent of 
|| the House to take from the Speaker’s table Sen- 
|| ate resolution (No. 39) relative to sections six- 
| teen and thirty-six in the Territories of Minnesota 
|| and Nebraska. 
| Mr. ELLIOTT. 1 object. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
i] 
i} 


HEIRS OF COLONEL JOHN HARDIN. 


|| Mr. H. MARSHALL. I ask the unanimous 
| consent of the House to take from the Speaker’s 
| table House bill (No. 272) for the relief of the 
heirs of the late Colonel John Hardin, which has 
_been returned from the Senate with an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (at three o’clock 
| and forty-five minutes,) moved that the House 
| adjourn. 
| 





Che motion was disagreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Is there any oben to the 
proposition of the gentleman from Kentucky? 

No objection was made. ‘ 

| ‘The amerdment of the Senate provides that, 
|| instead of $1,879 06, as provided by the original 
|| bill, the heirs of the late Colonel John Hardin 
(| shall receive $5,600, that being the amount of 
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balance due them under the agreement between 
General Wilkinson and Colonel Hardin. 
Mr. H. MARSHALL. The amendment is 





made one by adifference in the calculation. | 
| proposed toappropriate $1,879 06; 


Theoriginal bi 
but the Senate’s calculation differs as.to length of 
time; and they have, therefore, made this amend- 
ment. 


Mr. QUITMAN. The Committee on Military 


Affairs reported the bill originally. They gave 


it acareful consideration. It was again and again | 
discussed; and I am satisfied that the sum as pro- | 


vided by the bill as it passed this House, is the 
correct one which ought to be allowed to Colonel 
Hardin’s, heirs. Colonel Hardin was a very gal- 
lant officer; but if we seek for pene the prin- 
ciple was pronerly settled oy the committee, 
Mr. H. MARSHALL. I looked at the calcu- 
lation, and I am willing to stand upon the prop- 


osition that the Senate’s calculation is correct and |} 


just. I demand tellers. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wricur, | 


of Tennessee, and Perry, were appointed. 

The Llouse divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 84, nods 33, 

So the amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. Ii. MARSHALL moved that the vote by 


which the amendments of the Senate were con- 


curred in be reconsidered; and also moved that the | 


motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
ENTRIES OF PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama. There isa bill on 
the Speaker’s table (H.R. No. 804) to confirm 


certain entries therein named, which passed the | 
House almoSt unanimously, and was sent to the | 


Senate. The Senate made its provisions more 
stringent by their amendments. I am opposed 


to the amendments; but still we had better take | 


the bill as they have amended it, rather than to 
lose it entirely. Lask the unanimous consent of 
the Llouse to take up the bill, and agree to the 
Senate amendments, 

Mr. CRAIGE. I object. 

On motion of Mr. LETCHER, (at fifty-three 
minutes past three o’clock,) the House adjourned, 








IN SENATE. 
Tuorspay, February 19, 1857. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Srepuen P. Hint. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
COURT OF CLAIMS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate acommunication from the Court of Claims, 
in*answer toa resolution of the Senate respecting 


the papers in the case of Rebecca Burdsall; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 


KANSAS LAWS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the | 


Senate, for appropriate reference, the House bill 
(No. 799) for the relief of the people of Kansas; 


and it was read a first and second time. {| pon objection against Kansas—they are called 
Mr. HUNTER. I move to refer that billto the || by harsh names and hard terms because the ter- 
Committee on Territories. 1 ritorial lacal laws (you having given them full 


Mr. GREEN. I move thatit be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. It is a bill repeal- | 
ing all the acts of the Territorial Legislature of 
Kansas. 1 think it raises a judicial question. It | 
brings up questions of law rather than questions | 
appertaining merely to territorial organization. | 
That is the reason why I prefer the Judiciary | 
Committee. 

Mr.ADAMS, Toavoid any unnecessary con- | 
sumption of time, as we know that bill cannot pos- | 
sibly pass, and we have but little time, I move to | 
lay it on the table without any reference. 

Mr. HALE. [ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. STUART. Will the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi withdraw his motion for a moment, that 
I may make a suggestion ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is not de- 
batable unless the motion of the Senator from 
Mississippi be withdrawn. 

Mr. STUART. Iam aware of that. 


x > u > . ; . . . . 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being '| reénacting, reaffirming, resustaini 


| ples of the fugitive slave law. 


taken, resulted—yeas 17, nays 24; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Benjamin, Cass, Clay, Evans, 
Fitch, Pitzpatrick, Corer Hunter, Jobnson, Jones of lowa, 


lanen of Tennessee, ‘, Mason, Reid, Rusk, and Tou- } 
cey-— li. | 





| nessee, Bigler, Brodhead, Brown, Dodge, Durkee, Fessen- 
| den, Foot, Foster, Green, Gwin, Hale, Harlan, Houston, 
:| Jumes, Nourse, Pugh, Sebastian, Seward, Stidell, Stuart, 
|! Weller, and Wilson—24. 


So the motion to lay on the table was not agreed 
to. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Shall the bill 
| be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ? 
Mr. WILSON. I ask for the yeas and nays 
on that motion. I think the bill ought to go to 
the Committee on Territories. 
Mr. GREEN. I voted against laying this bill 
|, on the table, at the instance of some friends, in 
|| order that it might be referred to the Committee 


/undue and unnecessary excitement has been | 
raised, in regard to the laws of Kansas, and the | 
|| friends of law and order are ready to stand the | 
H ae of that very high committee. They are 
|, all ready to meet the issue. 

I am well aware, sir, that it has been said time 
and again that test oaths have been exacted by 


\| the Territorial Legislature of Kansas, and that | 
|, objectionabl* laws have been passed. My answer | 
| to that is, that it would be strange if objectionable 
|| laws had not been passed; and I venture to say | 
|| that there has never been a legislative assembly 
|| in any part of this wide-spread Union, that has | 
|| not passed laws of an objectionable character. I | 
|| say further, that I have personal information that | 
|| those laws which are called obnoxious in the | 
|| public prints by most of those who complain of | 
] the action in Kansas, have been repealed already | 
|| by the local authorities of Kansas. It looks a | 
|| little strange that those who deny the right of | 
|| Congress to legislate for Kansas should under- 
take to repeal laws passed by Kansas. Itlooksa 
| little extraerdinary, that those whodeny the right 
|| of Congress to legislate for the Territories should | 
| step in and say, ‘* We will wipe out what you 
| have done, because we do not think it right.” 
I wil say this much further, that the oath | 
| which has been caljed a test oath, by which a | 
| voter, in order to exercise the elective franchise, | 
must swear to support the Kansas-Nebraska act, | 
and the fugitive slave law—thatthis, which is the | 
| great cause of complaint, is incorporated word | 
for word in the Kansas-Nebraska act; and every | 
man who voted for it, and the President who ap- | 
pone it, are committed to that. If a page will | 
ring me the law organizing Kansas and oar. | 
! 
i 
' 
| 





braska I will show it. It looks a little extraordi- 
nary that Congress, which passed that law, and a 
President who approved it, and a public senti- 
ment that sustained it, should now be called upon 
to condemn a provision incorporated directly in 
thatlaw. That law says that, as a qualification | 
to vote, the applicant shall be a free white male 
| citizen of the United States, or one who has taken 
the preparatory oath to become a citizen, who | 
| shall swear to support the Constitution of the | 
| United States and the provisions of this act. 
|| There is direct authority justifying Kansas at 
|| least in saying that voters ought to be sworn to 
| support the organic act; and yet it is raised as a 


authority to fix the qualifications of voters as they 
pleased) have done the same thing that Congress 
| and the President have done. They are to be con- 
demned for the exercise of the right which you 
conferred on them, when they copy after the ex- 
ample you have setthem. In section twenty-third 


| of the act of Congress organizing Kansas and 
| Nebraska, it is enacted: 


| That every free white male inbabitant above the age of 

twenty-one years, Who shall be an actual resident of said 
Territory, and shall possess the qualifications hereinatter 
preseribed, shall be entitled to vote at the first election, and 
shall be eligible to any office within the said Territory ; but 
the qualification of voters and of holding office at all sub- 
sequent elections shall be such as shal) be prescribed by 
the Legislative Asseinbly: Provided, The right of suffrage 
and of holding office shall be exercised only by citizens of 
| the United States, and those who shall have declared on 
| oath their intention to become such, and shall take an oath 
to support the Constitution of the United States, and the 
| provisions of this act.” ° 


ana 





What are the provisions of this act? One is 
the princi- 
» therefore, 
that the Kansas law contains touching the qual- 
ifications of a voter is, if not in express words, 
by necessary legal intendment, contained in the 


NAYS—Mossra, Dell of New Hampshire, Bel! of Ten- |} organic act of Kansas and Nebraska. 
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|| Mr. President, I make this allusion now for 
"| the purpose of, showing that this bill brings up 
| questions of. legal character, and for that reason 
| it ought to go to the Judiciary Committee; that 
| this great amount of abuse unnecessarily ang 
| wrongfully heaped upon the heads of the people 
| of Kansas ought to return and recoil on those 
|| who passed the Kansas-Nebraska act. If one js 
| wrong, so isthe other. If one is right, so is the 
|, other. If the Kansas-Nebraska act can be sys. 
| tained upon principle—if the people of the Ter. 
|| ritory ought to be authorized to fix the qualifica- 
'| tions of their own voters, they have done it, [¢ 


|| on the Judiciary. Allegations have been made, a have. preacribed. a test.aath, so have you, 


If the one is wrong, %o is the other; and we, with 
a very bad grace, shall take hold of the subject 
to condemn, and repudiate the action of Kansas 
while at the same time. we sustain our own action, 

As | before remarked, Kansas has passed some 
bad laws; there is no questionabout that. Kansas, 
however, in the progress of improvement to which 
all people, Americans at least, are subject, is 
advancing, and will wipe out every objectionable 
law so soon as experience, reflection, and obser- 
vation, prove to them the necessity of doing so, 
They have already reformed much. There wag 
one very objectionable law striking at, the freedom 


|| of debate. That has been epesled 
} 


Those other laws called objectionable, inflict- 
ing punishment on those who steal a certain spe. 
cies of property called slaves, were right laws, 
and I stand up here to defend them. Ifa larceny 
of any other kind of property is committed in one 
State, and the property is carried into another 
State of this Union, it 1s construed as a new lar- 


|| ceny. The old principle ofthe common law, that 


to constitute a larceny required stealing, taking, 
and carrying away, has been repudiated by the 
legislative action of every State in this Union; so 
that if property stolen in one State is carried into 
another, it is a new larceny in that other, because 
it is stolen property when carried there. So with 
the different counties of a State. If a larceny is 
committed in one county, and the goods are car- 
ried into other counties, the venue may be laid in 
any county in the State, gnd the man may be 
charged with stealing, taking, and carrying away 
that property. This is nothing more nor less than 
the Kansas law in regard to slave property. 

I know there are some who are so ethereal in 
their notions of moral principle that they deny 
the right of men to hold property in slaves. That 

uestion I shall not discuss. hose who do hold 
that right, have the right to enact laws to protect 
it; and when slaves are once decided to be prop- 
erty, the violation of the rights of property ma 
be punished by the enactment of proper laws. If 
the taking of a horse, in the State of Tennessee, 
and carrying him into Kentucky is a larceny in 
Kentucky by the law of Kentucky, so the taking 
of a slave in Tennessee, and carrying it into Ken- 
tucky, ought to be larceny in the State of Ken- 
tucky,as well as in the State of Tennessee. These 
police regulations, laws passed to protect the 
rights of citizens, are in aid of the laws of the 
United States. They are not in conflict with the 
principjes of the fugitive slave law. They ~ 
a penalty. They afford an additional remely. 
They are cumulative, and there is nothing wrong 
in them. 

Men may say, and do say frequently, that the 
enalty afixed is disproportionate to the crime. 
hat is a question for consideration. All penal- 

ties ought to be adapted to certain ends. hat 
are those ends? First, the prevention of crime: 
this is the great and leading purpose of all pun- 
ishments. hy do you execute a man for mur- 
der? Not because you wish to take revenge on 
the man who committed the deed, You send 
him the aid of the ministers of the Gospel, and 
you afford him time for repentance; you give him 
all the benefits you possibly can,and yet you say 
he must suffer the punishment of the law. For 
what? Not because of the principle of vengeance; 
but that he may be a terror to evil-doers; that he 
by his example may check others. The stealing 
of a turkey, in some of the appendages of the 
British empire, was once made a capital offense; 
and why? Because, from the frequency of the 
offense, and the facility of its commission, some 
terrible punishment was necessary to hang over 
the head. of the evil-doer, 

So thought Kansas in this matter; whether 
right or wrong it is not my place to determine, 
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